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IHE account of his family ſhall 
be as ſhort as poſſible; ſince, 
although his anceſtors were perſons 
of very decent and reputable charac- 
ters, he himſelf has been the herald 
to blazon the dignity of their coat. 
His grandfather was the Reverend 
a 4 Mr 
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Mr Thomas Swift Vicar of Good- 
ridge near Roſs in Herefordſhire. 
He enjoyed a paternal eftate, which 
is now in poſſeſſion of his great grand- 
ſon Dean Swift, Eſq; He died in the 
year 1658, leaving ſix ſons, God- 
win, Thomas, Dryden, William, Jo- 
nathan and Adam. Two of them, 
Godwin and Jonathan, had ſons. 
The deſcendants of Godwin are 
mentioned in Guillim's heraldry. 
Jonathan married Mrs Abigail Erick 
of Leiceſterſhire, by whom he had 
one daughter and a ſen. The daugh- 
ter was born in the firſt year of Mr. 
Swift's marriage; but he lived not 
to ſee the-birth of his ſon, which hap- 
pened on the 3oth of November 1667, 
two months after the father's. death, 
and who was called Jonathan, in me- 
mory of his father; and became af- 
terwards the famous Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's. 


Di. SW TT F- ix 


| trick's.—Soon after his birth, he was 


carried into England. by his nurſe; 
who being obliged to croſs the ſea, 
and having a nurſe's fondneſs for the 
child at her breaſt, conveyed him on 
ſhip-board without the knowledge of 
his mother or relations, and kept 


him with her at Whitehaven in Cum 


berland, during her reſidence. three 
years at that place. | 


Tux preateſt part of Mr. Swift's 
income had depended upon agencies, 


and other employments of that kind: 


So that moſt of his fortune periſhed 


with him; the little he had ſaved 


being ſcarce a ſubſiſtance for his wi-- 


dow, the children were taken care 


of by Godwin, who inherited the 
paternal eltate. 


Ta z.. circumſtance of his being 
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three years in England, gave riſe to 
a notion, that he was born there; 
and ſome ſuppoſed him to be the na- 
tural ſon of the celebrated Sir Wil- 
liam Jemple; but it is evident that 
Sir William Temple was employed as 
a miniſter abroad from the year 
1665, to the year 1670, firſt at Bruſ- 
ſels, and afterwards at the Hague, as 
will be found by his correſpondence 
with the Earl of Arlington, and o- 
ther miniſters of ſtate; ſo that Dr. 
Swift's mother, who never croſſed 
the ſea, could have no perſonal cor- 
reſpondence with Sir William Temple, 
till ſome years after her ſon's birth. 


Ar ſix years old he was ſent to a 
{ſchool at Kilkenny, and, about eight 
years afterwards, he was entered a 
ſtudent of Trinity College, Dublin. 
He lived there in a perfect regulari- 
5 bn ty, 
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ty, and under an entire obedience 
to che ſtatutes: But the moroſeneſs 
of his temper often rendered him 
very unacceptable to his compa- 
nions; ſo that he was little regarded 
and leſs beloved. Nor were the aca- 
demical exerciſes agreeable to his ge- 
nius. The ſtudies which he follow 
ed, were hiſtory and poetry; in theſe 
he made a great progreſs; but to all 
other branches of ſciences he had gi- 


ven ſo little application, that he was 


refuſed his degree of batchelor of arts 
for inſufficiency ;. and at laſt obtain- 
ed it only ſpecial: gratia, a phraſe 


which, in that univerſity, carries 


with it the utmoſt marks of reproach. 
— Mrs Pilkington tells us, that, 
when ſhe firſt heard the Dean relate 


this circumſtance, ſhe told him, ſhe 


ſuppoſed he had been idle; but he 


| _— the contrary, aſſuring her, 
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e he was really dull.” But however 


juſt this treatment might be, it filled 
him with indignation, and he reſolv- 
ed to purſue his ſtudies at Oxford, 


where producing the . teſtimony of 


his degree, the words, Hecialia gra- 


tia being thought to imply extraor- 
dinary merit, he was immediately 


admitted ad eundem: He choſe to en- 
ter himſelf of Hart-hall, now Hert- 
ford college; where, except ſome 
viſits to his mother at Leiceſter, and 
to Sir William Temple at Moor- park, 
Surrey, whoſe lady was related to 
Mr. Swift's. mother, he conſtantly 


reſided till he took hi degree of 
maſter of arts, which was in the year 


1691. 


His uncle, Godwin, continued to 
ſupport him till the year of the re- 


volution; but falling about that 
| | time 
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time into a lethargy, Sir William 
Temple enabled him to continue his 
ſtudies at Oxford; and, when he 
quitted that univerſity, received him 
to his houſe as his friend and dome- 
{tic companion.---Mr.. Swift's uncle, 
William, aſſiſted him, when at Ox- 
ford, with repeated acts of friendſhip 
and. affection. 


+ Wren he had been about two 
years at Moor-park, he contracted a 
long and dangerous illneſs, by eating 
an immoderate quantity of fruit; 
and to this ſurfeit he aſcribed that 
giddineſs in his head, which conti- 
nued ever afterwards, with irregular 
intermiſſions, and terminated in to- 
tal debility of body and mind. 


By the advice of his phyſicians, 
when he was ſufficiently recovered to 
. travel, 


travel, he went into Ireland, to try 
Ui! the effect of his native air, and re- 
ceived ſo much benefit by the jour- 
ney, that, in a ſhort time, he belie- 
ved his health to be confirmed, and 
3 | returned into England to his patron, 
Sir William, who had now ſettled at 


| 
| 
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| 
| Sheen, and was often viſited by King 
1 il 1 William. Here Swift had frequent 
F. =_ | opportunities of converting with the 
a Prince, who | ence offered to make 
= !18 him a captain of horſe; an offer, 
1 which, in ſplenetick diſpoſitions, he 
| always ſeemed ſorry to have refuſed. 

| But, at that time, he had reſolved to 


ll take orders; and ſoon after went to 
Ireland, and immediately inliſted him 


f | ſielf under the banner of the church. 
FS! He was recommended by Sir Wil- 
Mi liam Temple to Lord Capel, then 
i | | Lord Deputy, who gave him the 

" Wil firſt vacant benefice, which was a pre- 


"ll | bendary 
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bendary, worth about 100 J. per an- 
num. | 


Sw1rT ſoon grew weary of being 
at ſo great a diſtance from London, 
and was impatient to return to the 
converſation in which he delighted : 
He therefore reſigned his prebendary 
in favour of a friend, and returned 
to Sheen, where he continued tall the 
death of Sir William Temple; who, 
beſides a pecuniary legacy, left to him 
the publication of his poſthumous 
works. | 


Taz King had promifed Sir Wil- 
ham Temple, that Swift ſhould be 
put into the firſt vacancy which ſhould 
happen among the prebends of Weſt- 
miniſter or Canterbury. He therefore, 
upon the death of his patron, came 
to London and delivered a petition 

RY | to 
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to his Majeſty,. in which he claimed' 
his promiſe; but, it producing no 


effect, after a long attendance at 
Whitehall, he gave up, with reluc- 
tance, all thoughts of a ſettlement 
in England; for though he had de- 
dicated Sir William Temple's works 
to the King, his Majeſty never took 
the leaſt notice of him after Sir Wil- 
liam's death.---From this firſt diſap- 
pointment, may, probably, be dated 
that bitterneſs / towards kings and 
courtiers, which is to be found ſo u- 
niverſally diſperſed throughout his 


Works. 


HE accepted of an invitation from 
the Earl of Berkeley, who was ap- 
pointed one of the Lords Juſtices in 
Ireland, to attend him as his chap- 
lain and private ſecretary: But one 
Buſh, another of Lord Berkeley's at- 

| tendants, 
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tendants, found means to inſinuate to 
his Lordſhip, that the poſt of Secre- 
tary was not proper for a clergyman : 
Lord Berkeley liſtened perhaps too 
attentively to theſe inſinuations, and 
making ſome apology to Mr. Swift, 
diveſted him of that office, and be- 
ſtowed. it upon Mr. Buſh.---This in- 
jurious treatment Swift revenged by 
a ſhort, but biting ſatire, intitled, 
The Diſcovery. 


Hg during the government . 


of the Earls of Berkeley and Galway, 
who were jointly Lords Juſtices of 
Ireland, two livings, Laracorand Rath- 
beggan, were beſtowed upon Mr. 
Swift: The firſt of theſe rectories 
was worth about 2ool. and the latter 
about 60 l. a- year; and they were 
the only preferments that he enjoy- 


7 
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ed till he was appointed Dean of St. 
Patrick's in the year 1713. 


As ſoon as he had taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of his two livings, he went to 
Laracor, and gave publick notice to 


his pariſhioners, that he would read 


prayers on every Wedneſday and Fri- 
day. On the next Wedneſday the bell 
was rung, and the rector attended 
in the deſk, when, after having ſat 
ſome time, and finding the congre- 
gation to conſiſt only of himſelf and: 
his clerk Roger, he began with great 


compoſure and gravity, but with a 


turn peculiar to himſelf, ** Dearly 


beloved Roger, the ſcripture mo- 


4 veth you and me in ſundry places,” 
Sc. and then proceeded regularly 
through the whole ſervice. This tri- 
fling circumſtance is mentioned, only 
to ſhew, that he could not reſiſt a 
van 
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vein of humour, whenever he had an 
opportunity of exerting it. 


As ric reſidence at Laracor was 
not in the leaſt ſuitable to his diſpo- 
ſition; he made frequent excurſions 


not only to Dublin, but to London. 


In the mean time, the rich deanry of 
Derry became vacant, and would have 
been given to him by Lord Berkeley, 


if Dr. King, then Biſhop of Derry, 


and afterwards Archbiſhop of Dublin, 


had notintreated of his Lordſhip, with 


great carneſtneſs, that, as Derry was 


ſituated in the midſt of preſbyterians, 


the deanry might be given to ſome 
grave and elderly divine, who would 
reſide upon the ſpot, and not to Swift, 
who was an ingenious and ſprightly 
young man, and would be frequent- 


ty abſent : Swift was accordingly ſet 


alide for his youth; but he lived to 


ſee 


\ 4 q — of ly 8 FT U * 1 4 
Mk —— * . E = x > 7 Fi _- 
1 = | _ 5 7 
SS : TT : - TEE og _ 
8 =_ Wee 
8 OS] e 
K 2 * 3 
—— 1222 1 
1 IF 7, 1 
7 1 
«7 5 1 
* 2 U 
IE A 
fi g 
Y ROW i 


it; 
1 
"hi 


— 


_ — — * 
PPP gene” y. 7 
OI? - a 0 * fi 
* * — = 


7 
ry * = , o FA. 
LY IS FA _ a 
———— —  ——— —-„— . —— 


SC 1 Ls + 1 = 
RN 
L - wh | 


R 
* ul * 9 U o \ 


So © 


FT. — Bs =, oO EY 

j * 9 bf = Loos 

S 4 r 

5 ; . —— 
we"! 

ins. a 


b 45 
1 Ws 
ot 
T ' hr : 
1 2 1 
. ; 1 
MF Ps 1 
T3 = _ #3 a 2 
- = l 
" & 1 N G 
—_— 
ö £ 
7 þ 4 1 
= \ 14 
3 1: $7 mY 
—_ [ 
> — l 
7 —. 5. 3 
15 W . _ [4 7 
5 N 14 
1 8 2 [| 2 
4 5 * 
* 1 
F wa. 2 47 
_ 
® * 
S . 


„ 
o - .-— = LAX : 
12 a wank 
il -. + mad” = add i 


[| - 
f AVID 
= NS 


r 
** N - Se 4 — — 
* OTE ER r 1 ta 
* — g 6 —— —˙—Vr—ßÄͤvö = 1 
4 w * _ — m_ — . _ 
4 — <4 * ” 
V 1 


ix TAE LIFE os 
ſee Dr. King ſet aſide for his age, when, 


upon the death of Dr. Lindſay; he 
claimed the primacy of Ireland; but 


this diſappointment the Archbiſhop 


no otherwiſe reſented, tban by re- 
ceiving the new Primate Dr. Bolter, 
in his own houſe, without riſing from 
his chair, and making this apology : 
„My Lord, Tam certain your Grace 
6 will forgive me, becauſe, you know, 


I am too old to riſe. “ 


# 


In 1701, Mr. Swift took his Doc- 


tor's degree, and in the end of that 


year King William died. Upon the 
acceſſion of Queen Anne, the Doctor 


came into England. It cannot be 


denied, that'the chief miniſters of that 


queen, whether diſtinguithed under 


titles of whigs or tories, were, from 


the beginning to the end of her reign, 


encouragers of learning, and patrons 


of 


r 


{at at the helm of affairs, he ſcarce e- 
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of learned men.,—The wits and poets 
of that æra were numerous and emi- 
nent; amidſt the croud, yet ſhining 


above the reſt, appeared Dr. Swift. 


Tpſe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes, 
Infert ſe ſocium Æneas, atque agmina 
Jungit. | 


He was known to the great men of 
each denomination : And although he 
had been bred up and educated with 


whigs, he ſoon attached himſelf open- 


ly to the: tories, becauſe, as he ſaid, 
the'whigs had renounced their old 


principles, and received others, which 
their forefathers held in utter abhor- 
rence. It may be afferted, and will 
redound to the honour of Dr. Swift, 
that when he roſe into the-confidence 
and eſteem of thoſe great men who- 


ver 
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ver loſt himſelf, or grew giddy W 
the plenitude of power. He may 
have been carried away by inconſi- 
derate paſſion, but he was not to be 
ſwayed by deliberate evil. He may 
have erred in judgment, but he was 
upright in intention. 
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Axoxd the various branches into 
which Swift's expanſive genius ſpread 
itfelf, thoſe peculiar talents of level- 
ling his writings to the loweſt, and 
faſtaining their dignity to the higheſt 
capacity, were probably the original 
motives that attracted the Earl of Ox - 
ford's friendſhip to him. 


"ny 


Fox 1702 to 1710, he laboured, 
though ſecretly, yet with great dili- 
. gence, in proſecuting the ſchemes that 
. formed to produce the change 
in the miniſtry which then happened: 
. | By 
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By that time the character of Dr. 
Swift, as an author, was perfectly e- 
ſtabliſhed; and, from the year 1710 
to 1713, he was buſied in maintain- 
ing the cauſe of the miniſtry, in pam- 
phlets, poems, and weekly papers, 
and was then made Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, in point of power and reve- 
nue eſteemed no inconſiderable pro- | 
motion; but to an ambitious mind, 7 
whoſe perpetual aim was a ſettlement 1 
in England, it muſt appear, (as per- 1 
haps it was deſigned) an honourable 
and profitable baniſhment ; perhaps [| 


his temper might occaſion his Engliſh f 
friends to with him happily promo- f 
ted at a diſtance ; his ſpirit was of- 1 
ten intractable, the motions of his bl 


genius often irregular. He aſſumed 
more the air of a patron, than that | 
of a friend, and affected rather to dic- 2 
tate than adviſe. 
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repreſented him to the 
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Tak Queen had intended him a 


biſhoprick in England, which was 


conſtantly the object of his ambition; 
but Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of York, 
Queen as not 
being a Chriſtian, and a certain great 


Lady ſupported the aſperſion; the 
Queen therefore, at length, gave the 


biſhoprick to another. Swift, after 


this event, ſtill ſpoke of the Queen 


with decorum; but his reſentment 


was without bounds when he men- 


tioned the Archbiſhop or the Lady. 


eo his arrival in Ireland, to take 
poſſeſſion of his deanry, he found the 
rage of party ſo violent, that the com- 


mon people, who had been taught 


to look upon him as a Jacobite, threw 
ſtones and dirt at him as he paſſed 


through the ſtreets. The Chapter of 
St. Patrick's received him with re- 


luctance, 
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luctance, and oppoſed all his meaſures; 
he was avoided as a peſtilence; he 
was oppoſed as an invader; he was 
marked out as an enemy to his coun- 
try.---Fewer talents, andleſs firmneſs, 
muſt have yielded to ſuch an outra- 
geous. oppolition : Sed contra auden- 
tior ibat. He knew too much of hu- 
man nature to be diſcouraged too 
much at this treatment.---His firſt at- 
tempt was to reduce to reafon and 
obedience his reverend brethren of 
the chapter; and in this he ſucceed- 
ed ſo perfectly, that, in a Thort time 
they held him in the higheſt reſpect 


and veneration, and ſubmitted im- 


plicitly to whatever he propoſed. 


Having eſtabliſhed himſelf in his 
deanry he returned to England, in the 
beginning of the year 1714 3 where 
he found two great friends diſunited, 

Vol. I. b and 
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and theQueen decliningin her health, 
and diſtreſſed in her ſituation. He 


_ exerted his utmoſt to reconcile the 
0 miniſters; but, finding his pains fruit- 
1 | leſs, he retired, deſponding and diſ- 
1 appointed, to a friend's houſe in Berk- 
1 hire, where he remained till the 
wu Queen died; an event which put a 
| | final period to all his views in Eng- 
| land ; he therefore returned as faſt as 


—— — 


poſſible to Dublin. As he was known 
to have been attached to the Queen's 
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ll lt miniſtry ; to have written againſt 
1 1 the Whigs; and © to have oiled ma- 
2 ny a ſpring which Harley moved,” 
: he met with frequent indignities, not 


| only from the populace, but from 
74 | perſons of all ranks; a treatment 
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that increaſed the ſourneſs of has tem- 
per, confined his acquaintance, and 
add ed bitterneſs to his ſtyle. © 
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Ix the year 1716, he was private- 

ty married by Dr. Athe, then Biſhop 
of Clogher, to a lady whom he has 
celebrated by the name of Stella. She 
was the daughter of Sir William Tem- 
ple's ſteward, whoſe name was John- 
ſon; and Sir William, when he died, 
left her 1000 1. on account of her 
father's faithful ſervices. She was a 
perſon of great delicacy, extremely 
beautiful, and equally remarkable for 
the ſweetneſs of her temper, and the 
poignancy of her wit; her under- 
ſtanding was of the firſt claſs; her 
prudence uncommon ;z and her piety 
exemplary. The Dean became ac- 
quaiated with her while he lived with 


Sir William Temple. When the firſt 


left England, is not known; but 
they continued the ſame œconomy 
of life after marriage as before; he 
remained at the deanry, ſhe in lod- 
1 b 2 gings 
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1 gings at the other ſide of the Liffy. 
He never openly acknowledged her 
I for his wife, nor did their intimacy 
1 exceed the bounds of Platonick love; 
Wi ſuch care being always taken to ſum- 
AYE mon witneſſes of their converſation, 


that it would perhaps be impoſſible 
to prove, that they had ever been 
together, but in the preſence of at 


leaſt a third perſon.---Upon this ex- 
traordinary conduct, the Earl of Or- 


rery obſerves, that there are actions, 


the true motives of which will never 


be known ; and that this fact is per- 
haps one, which, having related as 
helearned it from the Dean's friends, 


he leaves to the reader's obſervations. 


She died in January 1728. Her death 


occaſioned great regret to the Dean; 


for he never afterwards mentioned 


her name without a ſigh. 
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Azour the year 1720, the Dean, 
who had been ſo lately neglected, a- 
ſperſed, and pelted, began to be po- 
pular; but his popularity was not u- 
niverſal till the publication of the 
Drapier's Letters; he then became 
the idol of the people; his health was 
drank in every company, and his ef- 
figies diſplayed in every ſtreet; the 
rabble crouded after him with accla- 
mations; he was eminently a lawgi- 
ver to the weavers, who frequently 
came in a body to receive his advice 
in ſettling the rates of their manu- 
factures, and the wages of their jour- 
neymen; and when elections were de- 
pending for the city of Dublin, ma- 
ny corporations refuſed to declare 


themſelves till they knew his ſenti- 


ments and inclinations. Over the 
populace he was now the moſt abſo- 
jute monarch that ever governed 


b 3 men; 
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men; he was regarded by perſons of 
every rank, with veneration and e- 
ſteem; and in the poſſeſſion of this 
power, thus admired and beloved, 
he continued till he loſt his ſenſes; a 


loſs which he ſeemed to foreſee, and 
which he prophetically AD! to 


his ee | 


W are now drawing towards the 
laſt ſcene of his life; the total depri- 
vation of his ſenſes came upon him 


by degrees. In the year 17 36, he was 
ſeized with a violent fit of giddineſs. 


He was at that time writing a ſatiri- 
cal poem, called, The Legion Club; 


but he found the effects of his giddi- 
neſs ſo dreadful, that he left this poem 
-unfiniſhed ; and never afterwards at- 
tempted a compolition of any length, 
either in verſe or proſe.---However, 


his converſation. ſtill remained the 
8 ſame; 
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ſame; lively and ſevere; but his me- 
mory gradually grew worls and worſe, 
and, as that decreaſed, he appeared 
every day more fretful and impatient. 


From the year 1739 to 1741, his 


friends found his paſſions fo violent 
and ungovernable, his memory ſo 


decayed, and his reaſon ſo depravech, 


that they took the utmoſt precau- 
tions te keep all ſtrangers from ap- 
proaching him: Early in the year 
1742, the ſmall remains of his under- 
ſtanding became entirely confuſed, 
and the violence of his rage increa- 
ſed to a degree of madneſs. He 
funk afterwards into a quiet, peeck⸗ 


leſs idiot; and dragged out the re- 


mainder of his life in this helpleſs ſi- 
tuation. He died in October 1745. 
The manner of his death was eaſy, 


_ without the leaſt pang or convul- 
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Hz uſed often to lament the ſtate 
of childhood and idiotiſm, to which 
ſome of the greateſt men of this na- 
tion were reduced before their death. 
He mentioned as examples, the Duke 
of Marlborough, and Lord Somers : 
And, when he cited theſe melancho- 
ly inſtances, it was always with a 
heavy ſigh, as 1f he felt an impulſe 
of -what was to happen to. himſelf. 


if © |. 
. oY eg war wort 


: SHA): 
5 PR 


r 
i= 477 


=> 4 os \ * 
— 1 
n 


H x died worth about 12, ooo 1. in- 
dcluſive of the legacies mentioned in 
his will, which may be computed at 
the ſum of 1200 l. So that near 
11,00 is entirely applicable to the 

.hoſpital for idiots and lunatics: A 
charitable foundation, particularly in 
theſe kingdoms, where the epidemic 
diſtemper of lunacy is ſo prevalent ! 
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pacity and ſtrength of mind, ſays 
Lord Orrery, were undoubtedly e- 
qual to any taſk whatever. His pride, 
his ſpirit, or ambition, call it by what 
name you pleaſe, was boundleſs; but 
his views were checked in his young- 
er years, and the anxiety of that diſ- 
appointment had a viſible effect upon 
all his actions. He was ſour and ſe- 
vere, but not abſolutely ill natured. 
He was ſociable only to particular 
friends, and to them only at parti- 
cular hours. He knew politeneſs more 
than he practiſed it. He was a mix- 
ture of avarice and generolity ; the 
former was frequently prevalent, the 
latter ſeldom appeared, unleſs excited 
by compaſſion. - He was open to a- 
dulation, -and could not, or would 
not diſtinguiſh between low flattery 
and juſt applauſe. His abilities ren- 
dered him ſuperior to envy. He was 
hs bs undiſguiſed - 
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undiſguiſed and perfectly ſincere. He 


performed the duties of the church 


with great punctuality and a decent 


degree of devotion. He read prayers 


rather in a ſtrong nervous voice, than 


in a graceful manner: And although 


he has been often accuſed. of irreli- 
gion, nothing of that kind appeared 
in his converſation or behaviour. 


AFTER he returned to Dublin, he 
ſeldom went beyond his'own garden; 


but his attendance upon the ſervice 


of the church was regular and unin- 


terrupted: His hours of walking and 
reading never varied: His motions 
were regulated by his watch, which 
was almoſt conſtantly. in his hand, or 
on the table before him. His houſe 


was a ſeraglio of virtuous women, 
who attended him from morning to 
night, with an obedience, an awe 
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and aſſiduity, that perhaps is not 
paid to the Grand Signior himſelf. 

To theſe ladies he communicated e- 
very compoſition as ſoon as it was 
| finiſhed, who paſſed their judgment 
upon it; as they conſtantly aſked, 
they almoſt conſtantly obtained a 
copy; ſo that many of his pieces 
appeared in print by their means, 


which would otherwiſe have 1 
A.” n e 


tenen it is that many ind digeſted 
viodds'; unfit for publick view, have 
crept abroad; but the good-natured 
part of mankind will agree with Mr: 
Pope, who, in one of his letters to 
Dr. Switt, ſays, 


n have nothin g ſo much at heart, 
ce as to ſhow the ſilly world, that men 
* of wit, or even poets, may be the 
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% moſt moral of mankind. A few 
* looſe things ſometimes fall from 
% them, by which cenſorious fools 
judge as ill of them as poſſibly they 
& can, for their own comfort: And 
indeed when ſuch unguarded and 
5e trifling jeux d'efprit have once got 
* abroad, all that prudence, or re- 
< pentance can do, ſince they cannot 
„ be denied, is, to put them fairly 

| upon that foot; and teach the 

; « publick to diſtinguiſh betwixt our 

e fnudies and our meer, our works 
and our weakneſſes,”* Letter 64. 
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Lord God, extend, We beſeech 


thee, thy! pity and compaſſion to- 


wards this thy languiſhing ſervant : 
Teach her to place her Hope and con- 
ſidenee entirely in thee ; give her a 
true ſenſe of the et men and va- 
nity of all earthly things; make her 
truly ſenſible of all the infirmities of 
her life paſt, and grant to her ſuch 
LIL TACIT | a 


: wy 
LS = . _ ia 4 
RES x 


- al OW AED 1 8 

- i - = by © ® * N Y 
— \ * 4 - "Pe Fs Cad 2 =? N * 

STI, 4 TS. I TYRA, bj \ q 8 4 
i ts n 8 

i 2 , 128 1 
16 l . 


xl PRATER Toa S TELL A. 


a true ſincere repentance as is not to 
be repented of. Preſerve her, O 
Lord, in a ſound mind and under- 
ſtanding, during this thy viſitation ; 


keep her from both the ſad extremes 


of preſumption and deſpair. If thou 
ſhalt pleaſe to reſtore her to her for- 
mer health, give her grace to be e- 
ver mindful of that mercy, and to 
keep thoſe good reſolutions ſhe now 
makes in her ſickneſs, ſo that no 
length of time, nor proſperity, may 
entice her to forget them. Let no 
thought of her misfortunes diſtract 


her mind, and prevent the' means 


towards her recovery, or diſturb her 


in her preparations for a better life. 


We beſeech thee alſo, O Lord, of thy 
infinite goodneſs to remember the 
good actions of this thy ſervant; that 


the naked ſhe hath clothed, the hun- 


gry he hath ſed, the ſick and the 
fatherleſs 
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fatherieſs whom ſhe hath reheved, 
may be reckoned according to thy 
gracious promile, as if they had been 
done unto thee. Hearken, O Lord, 
to the prayers offered up by the 
friends of this thy ſervant in her be- 
half, and eſpecially thoſe now made 
by us-unto thee. Give thy bleſſing 
to thoſe endeavours uſed for her re- 


covery; but take from hey all vio- 
| lent deſire, either of life or death, 


further than with reſignation to thy . 


holy will. And now, O Lord, we 
implore thy gracious favour towards 


us here met together; grant that the 
ſenſe of this thy ſervant's weakneſs 
may add ftrength to our faith, that 
we, conſidering the infirmities of our 
nature, and the uncertainty of life, 
may, by this example, be drawn to 
repentance before it ſhall pleaſe thee 
to vilit us in the like manner. Ac- 

| cept 
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hriſt, our Lord; who, with Thee 


and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reign- 
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eth ever one God world without end. 
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ſon; which I am bound to inform 
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AM in all opinions to believe ac- 
cording to my own impartial rea- 


and improve, as far as my capacity 
and opportunities will permit. 

Ir may be prudent in me to act 
ſowetinges by other men's reaſon, but 
I can think only by my own. 


Ir another man's reaſon fully con- 
vinceth me, it becomes my own rea- 
ſon. 


To 
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xIlVi THOUG HTS on RELIGION. 


To ſay a man is bound to believe, 
is neither truth nor ſenſe. 


You may force men, by intereſt or 
puniſhment, to ſay or ſwear they 
believe, and to act as if they believ- 
ed: You can go no further. 


F 


EvERY man, as a member of the 
commonwealth, ought-to be content 
with- the poſſeſſion of his own opi- 
nion in private, without perplexing 


7 


his neighbour or diſturbing the pub- 
io. e ot Fit eee 


VroLENT zeal for truth hath an 


hundred to one odds to be either pe- 


tulancy, ambition, or pride. 


THERE is a degree of corruption 


wherein ſome nations, as bad as the 


world is, will proceed to an amend- 
| ment; 
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ment; till which time particular men 
ſhould be quiet. 


To remove opinions fundamental - 
in religion is impoſſible, and the at- 


tempt "wicked, whether / thoſe op1- 
nions be true or falſe; unleſs your 
avowed deſign be to aboliſh that re- 
ligion altogether. So for inſtance, 


in the famous doctrine of Chriſt's di- 


vinity, which bath been univerſally 


received by all bodies of Chriſtians, 


ſince the' condemnation of Arianiſm 
under Conſtantine and his ſucceſſors: 
Wherefore the proceedings of the 
Socinians are both vain and unwar- 
rantable ; becauſe they will be ne- 


ver able to advance their own opi- 
nion, or meet any other ſucceſs than 


breeding doubts and diſturbances in 
the world. Qui ratione ſua diſtur- 
bant mænia mundi. 
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viii THOUGHTS Oo RELIGION. 


Tut want of belief 1 is 2 defect that 
ought to be concealed when it can- 
not be overcome. 


Tart Chriſtian religion, in the 
moſt early times, was propoſed to the 


Jews and Heathens without the ar- 


ticle of Chriſt's divinity; which, I 
remember, Eraſmus accounts for, 
by its being too ſtrong a meat for 
babes. Perhaps if it were now ſoft- 
enced by the Chineſe miſſionaries, the 
converſion of thoſe infidels would be 


leſs difficult: And we find by the 
Alcoran, it is the great ſtumbling- 


block of the Mahometans. But in 
2 country already Chriſtian, to bring 
ſo fundamental a point of faith into 
debate, can have no conſequences 
that are not pernicious to morals and 


public peace. 
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I nave been often offended to find 
St. Paul's allegories, and other figures 
of Grecian eloquence, converted by 
divines into articles of faith. 


Gop's mercy is over all his works, 
but divines of all ſorts leſſen that 
5 5 8 too much. 


1 Loox upon myſelÞ3 in the capa- 
city of a-clergyman, to be one ap- 
pointed by providence for defending 
a poſt aſſigned me, and for gaining 
over as: many enemies as I can. Al- 
though I think my cauſe is juſt, yet 
one great motion is my -ſubmitting 
to the pleaſure of providence, and - 
—_— mr of my N A | 

9 aa Hack erte to God for: 
the doubts .that arite' in my o. 


breaſt, fince they are the conſequence 
Vor. I. C of 
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of that reaſon which he hath planted 
in me, if I take care to conceal thoſe 
doubts from others, if I uſe my. beſt 
endeavours to ſubdue them, and if 
they have no influence on the con- 


duct of my life, 


4 ee: that thoifunde WY men 
would be orthodox enough in cer- 
tain points, if divines had not been 
too curious, or too narrow, in re- 
ducing orthodoxy within the com- 
paſs of ſubtleties, niceties, and di- 
ſtinctions, with little warrant from 

ſoripture, and leſs from reaſon. or 
good policy. 


I NEVER ſaw, heard, nor read, 
that the clergy were beloved in any 
nation where Chriſtianity was the 
religion of the country. Nothing 

e 620 0008" 
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can render them popular but ſome 
degree of perſecution. 


Tos fine gentlemen who affect 
the humour of railing at the clergy, 
are, I think, bound in honour to 
turn parſons themſelves, and ſhew 

us better examples. 


Mis ERABLE mortals! can we con- 
tribute to the honour and glory of God ? 
I could wiſh that expreſſion were 
ſtruck out of our Prayer - books. 
an 21 VVT 
LIIüER TT of conſcience, properly 
ſpeaking, is no more than the liber- 
ty of profeſſing our own thoughts 
and opinions, which every man en- 
joys without fear of the magiſtrate: 
But how far he ſhall publickly act in 
purſuance of thoſe opinions, is to be 
regulated by the laws of the coun- 
Fry C2-- try. 
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try. Perhaps, in my own thoughts, 
I prefer a well-inftituted common- 
wealth before a monarchy; and I 
know ſeveral others of the fame opi- 
nion. Now, if, upon this pretence, 
I ſhould inſiſt upon liberty of con- 
ſcience, form conventicles of repub- 
licans, and print books preferring 
that government and condemning 
what is eſtabliſhed, the magiſtrate 
would, with great juſtice, hang me 
and my diſciples. It is the fame caſe 
in religion, although not ſo avowed, 
where liberty of conſcience, under 
the preſent acceptation, equally. pro- 
duces revolutions,” or at leaſt con- 
vulſions and diſturbances in a ſtate; 
which politicians would ſee well e- 
nough, if their eyes were not blind- 
ed by faction, and of which theſe 
kingdoms, as well as France, Swe- 
den, and other countries, are flam- 
| ing 


„ ce; es. 


Ly 8 
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ing inſtances. Cromwell's notion 
upon this article was natural and 
right; when, upon the ſurrender of 
a town in Ireland, the Popiſh go- 
vernor inſiſted upon an article for 
liberty of conſcience, Cromwell ſaid, 
he meddfted with no man's con- 
ſeienee; but, if by liberty of con- 
ſcience, the governor meant the li- 
berty of the Maſs, he had expreſs 
orders from the parliament of Eng- 
land againſt admitting an ſuch li- 
berty at all. 


Ir is impoſſible that any thing ſo 
natural, ſo neceſſary, and ſo univer- 
ſal as death, ſhould ever have been 
deſigned by n as an evil to 
mankind. | 

ALTHOUGH reaſon were intended 
by providence to govern our paſſions, 
62: ye 
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ur THOUGHTS ox RELIGION. 
| pFet it ſeems thät, in two points of 


the greateſt moment to the being and 
continuance of the world, God hath 
intended our paſſions to prevail over 
Treaſon. The firſt is, the propaga- 
tion of our ſpecies, ſince no wiſe 
man ever married from the dictates 
of reaſon. The other is, the love 

| of life, which from the dictates of 

S reaſon, every man would ' deſpiſe, 
wo and with it at an end, or that i it ne- 
| | ver had a beginning. [ 
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HE ſcripture ſyſtem of man's 
creation is what Chriſtians are 
bound to believe, and ſeems moſt a- 
greeable of all others to probability 
and reaſon. Adam was formed from 
2 piece of clay, and Eve from one of 1 
his ribs. The text mentioneth no- _ 
thing of his Maker's intending him 1 
for, except to rule over the beaſts of 1 
the field and birds of the air. As to 

| Eve 
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Eve, it doth not appear that her 
huſband was her monarch, only ſhe 
was to be his help meet, and placed 


in ſome degree of ſubjection. How- 


ever, before his fall, the beaſts were 


his moſt obedient ſubjects, whom he 


governed by abſolute power. After 
his eating the forbidden fruit, the 
courſe of nature was changed, the 
animals began to reje& his govern- 
ment; ſome were able to eſcape by 
flight, and others were too fierce to 


be attacked. The ſforipture men- 


tioneth no particular acts of royalty 
in Adam over his poſterity, ]Ww 
were cotemporary with him, or of 
any monarch until after the flood; 
whereof the firſt: was Nimrod, the 
mighty hunter, who, as Milton ex- 
preſſeth it, made men, and not beaſts, 
his prey. For men were eaſier caught 
by promiſes, and ſubdued by the fol- 
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1y or treachery of their own ſpecies. 
Whereas the brutes prevailed only by 
their courage or ſtrength, which, a- 


mong them, are peculiar to certain 


kinds. Lions, bears, elephants, and 
ſome other animals are ſtrong or va- 


liant, and their ſpecies never dege- 


nerates in their native ſoil, except 


they happen to be enſlaved or de- 
ſtroyed by human fraud: But men 


degenerate every day, merely by the 
folly, the perverſeneſs, the avarice, 


the tyranny, the pride, the treache- 
ry, or inhumanity of their own kind. 
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L St. Poruk v. 5. 


ae ea, all of you be ſubjea - one. to 
another. 


EHE e Urn in ma- 
7 ny parts of this epiſtle, 
5 given directions to Chri- 
10 2 $ ſtians concerning the du- 
ty of fabjeftion or obedience to ſu- 


periors; in the ſeveral inſtances of 


the ſubject to his prince the child 
to his parent, the ſervant to his ma- 
ſter, the wife to the huſband, and 
the younger to the elder; doth 
here, in the words of the text, ſum 
up the whole, by advancing a point 

9 . 
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of doctrine, which at firſt may ap- 
pear a little extraordinary; Tea, all 


of you, ſaith he, be ſubject one to an- | 


other. For, it ſhould ſeem, that 
two perſons cannot properly be ſaid 
to be ſubject to each other, and that 


ſubjection is only due from inferiors 


to thoſe above them: yet ſaint Paul 


hath ſeveral paſſages to the Tame 
purpoſe. For he exhorts the Romans, 


in honour to prefer one another; & and 


the Philippians, that in lewlineſs.. of 


mind they ſhould let each eſteem ot her 
better than themſelves ; + and the E- 
Pheſians, that they ſhould ſubmit them: 


felves one to another in the fear of the 


Lordfj. Here we find theſe two great 
apoſtles recommending. to all Chri- 
ſtians this duty of mutual ſubjection. 
For we oh obſerve by faint Peter, 


e 


| Ren, ai ef > 57 
3s © Ebel v. 21. 


i WoW F. *$ 
that having mentioned the ſeveral 
relations which men bear to each o- 
ther, as governor and ſubject, ma- 
ſter and ſervant, and the reſt which 
I have already repeated, he maketh 
no exception, but ſummeth up the 
whole with commanding all to be 
ſubject one to another. From whence 
we may conclude, that this ſubjec- 
tion, due from all men to all men, 
is ſomething more than the compli- 
ment of courſe, when our betters 
are pleaſed to tell us they are bur 
humble ſervants, but underſtand us 
to bee! Wor laves: PE |: 

I Ene very well, At ſome '6f 
thoſe who explain this'text, apply 
it to humility, to the duties of chi 
rity, to private exhortations, and to 
bearing with each other's infirniities ; 
my it is probable, the a poſtle may 
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have had a regard to all theſe: but, 
however, many learned men agree, 
that there is ſomething more under- 
ſtood, and ſo the words in their 


plain natural meaning muſt import; 


as you will obſerve yourſelves, if 
you read them with the beginning 
of the verſe, which is thus: Like- 
wife ye younger ſubmit yourſelves unto 


| the elder.: Tea, all of you be ſubjed one to 
| another. 


there muſt be ſome kind of ſubjec- 


So that, upon the whole, 


tion due from every man to every 


man, which cannot be made void by 
any power, pre- eminence, or author 


rity whatever. Now, what ſort of 


ſubjection this is, and how it ought 


to be paid, ſhall be the ſubject * my 


n diſcourſe. 


1 God hath nd all the 
works of nature to be uſeful, and in 
ſome 
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ſome manner a ſupport to each o- 
ther, by which the whole frame of 
the world under his providence” is 


preſerved and kept up ; ſo, among 


mankind, our particular ſtations are 


appointed to each of us by God Al- 


mighty, wherein we are obliged to 


act, as far as our power reacheth, 

towards'the good of-the whole-com- 
And he who doth not 
perform that part aſſigned him, to- 


munity. - 


wards advancing the benefit of the 
whole, in proportion to his oppor- 
tunities and abilities, is not only an 
uſeleſs, but a very miſchievous mem- 
ber of the public; becauſe he ta- 
keth his ſhare of the profit, and yet 
leaveth his ſhare of the burden to 


borne by others, which is the true 


principal cauſe of moſt miſeries and 
misfortunes: in life. For, à wiſe 
man Who doth not aſſiſt with his 

= 8 4 - + Coney 


8 r = 
ig n ER OT ITT 
LR = „FE 
8 19 * R PE MTS. 
a — — Y = * 12 yy" » WF ek * 
132 1 Ka - Fon » - 2 9 18 97 
N Art * 75 = + Y 1 
» * L i 


. — wt = ard 
* » *=_—_ - Tu — * 5 = 
— — — GEE DEE CL — — — 


— 


þ 39 
(1 
q' 
T4 
[ 
1 
1 
TY 
6 
Is 
il 
; J 
. 
1 
1 
i 
[ 
: : 
| 
1 
1 
i 
1 Li 
"+ 
35] 
F 
a9 
5 
. WM 
| 
8 
1 
* 
1 
$- 
|! 
. 
j 
by | 
2 
47 
if | 
AF 
! 
RV 
* 
{ 
N 
M$ 
$7 
N x 
1 
* 
if 
i 
iſ 
: 
i 
oF 
ny 
7 
= 
_ 
1 
1 
i 
* * 
"= 
MH 
q | 
— 
6. 
an 
1 
9 
1 
« 
} 
1 
. 


8 NM ON 


l 8 = 4 s - L — 7 27 
i _ 5 * 3 y g \ "1s 
„ _ RILEY - = \ 
DO Ry = q 8 =_ ML — l N * — . a 1- 'S- 
„ SR _ EPR”. 


9 r n * . 0 W 4 Þ 
r Eee oe 
dos \ = - * . „ ne 

1 I WM 6 * 
, 7 * N Ii * Yy 8 ws i, SS CY 
"p * 11 I * N = Pa * Cf 19 TI 
N * r - 
=— | N NN 
ä — n K at * . = 1 
"ER — 2 —_— : — — 


I. 
counſels, a great man with his pro- 


tection, a rich man with his bounty 
and charity, and a poor man with 
his labour, are perfect nuiſances in a 
commonwealth. Neither is any con- 
dition of life more honourable in the 
ſight of God than another; other- 
wiſe he would be a reſpecter of per- 
ſons, which he aſſureth us. he is 
not: for he hath propoſed the ſame 
falvation to all men, and hath only 
placed them in different ways or ſta- 
tions to work it out. Princes are 


born with no more advantages of 


ſtrength or wiſdom than other men; 
and, by an unhappy education, are u- 
ſually more defective in both than 


thouſands of their ſubjects. They de- 


pend for every neceſſary of life upon 
the meaneſt of their people: beſides, 
obedience and ſubjection were never 


N by God to humour the paſ- 


ſions, 


5 © M MW W N 1 %S 
fions, luſts and vanities of thoſe 


who demand them from us; but 


we are commanded to obey our go- 
vernors, becauſe diſobedience would 
breed ſeditions in the ſtate. Thus, 
ſervants are directed to obey their 
maſters, children ther: parents, and 
wives their husbands; not from a- 
ny reſpect of perſons in God, but 
becauſe otherwiſe there would be 
nothing but confuſion in private fa- 
milies. This matter will be clear- 
ly explained, by conſidering - the 
compariſon, which ſaint Paul ma- 


| keth between the church of - Chriſt 


and the natural body of man: for 
the ſarne reſemblance will hold, net 
only to families and kingdoms, but 
te the whole corporation of man- 
kind. The eye, ſaith he, cannot fay- 
unto the hand, 1 have no need of thee; 
nor again the hand to the foot, I have 
no need of thee. Nay, much more, thoſe 
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members of the body which ſeem to be 
more feeble, are neceſſary. And whe- 
ther one member ſuffer, all the mem 
bers. ſuffer with it; or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with 
it. & The cafe is directly the ſame a- 
mong mankind. The prince can- 
not ſay to the merchant, I have no 
need of thee, nor the merchant to 
the labourer, I have no need of thee. 
Nay, much more thoſe members, 
etc. for the poor are generally more 
neceſſary members of the common- 
wealth than the rich; which clear- 
ly ſhews, that God never intended 
ſuch poſſeſſions for the fake and ſer- 
vice of thoſe to whom he lends them: 
but becauſe he hath aſſigned every 
man his particular ſtation to be uſe- 
ful in life; and this for the reaſon 
my | given 
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given by the apoſtle, Four” there m 
be no ee in ky moe: By 


FROM nies may Wet be _ 
thered the nature of that ſubjection 5 
which we all owe to one another. 
God Almighty hath been pleaſed to 
put us into an imperfect ſtate, Where 
we have perpetual occaſion of each 
other's aſſiſtance. There is none ſo 
low, as not to be in a capaeity of 
aſſiſting the higheſt; nor ſo high, as 
not to want the aſſiſtance of the low- 
Ir plainly appeareth, from what 
bath been faid, that no one human 
creature is more worthy than àno- 
ther in the fight of God; farther, 
than according to the goodneſs or 
holineſs ' of their lives; and, that 
en wealth, and ine like out- 
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ward advantages, are ſo far from- 
being the marks of God's approv- 
ing or preferring, thoſe on whom 


they are beſtowed, that, on the con- 


trary, he is pleaſed to ſuffer them to 


be almoſt engroſſed by thoſe who 


have leaſt title to his favour. Now, 


according to this inequality where- 


in God hath placed all mankind, 
with relation to himſelf, you will 


obſerve, that in all the relations be- 
tween man and man; there is a mu- 


tual dependence, whereby the one 
cannot ſubſiſt without the other. 


Thus, no man can be a prince with- 
out ſubjects, nor a maſter without 
ſervants, nor a father without chil 
dren. And this both explaineth 
and confirms the doctrine of the 
text: for, where there is a mutual 
dependence, there muſt he a mutual 
t and ae, a mutual 
ſubjection. 
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: ſabjection,' For inſtance; the ſub- 
9 ject muſt obey his prince, becauſe 
God commandeth it, human laws 
require it, and the ſafety of the pub- 
lic maketh it neceſſary. (For the 
ſame reaſons we muſt obey all who. 
are in authority, and ſubmit our- 
ſelves, -not only to the good and 
gentle, but alſo to the froward, whe- 
ther they rule according to our hKk- 
ing or no.). On the other ſide, in 
thoſe countries that pretend to free- 
dom, princes are ſubject to thoſe. 
laws which their people have choſen; 
they are bound to protect their ſub- 
jects in liberty, property, and reli- 
gion; to receive their petitions, and 
redreſs their grievances: ſo that the 
beſt prince is, in the opinion of 
wiſe men, only the greateſt ſervant 
of the nation; not only a ſervant 
to the public in general, but in ſome 
or | 8 ſort 
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ſort to every man in it. In the like 


manner, a ſervant oweth obedience, 
and diligence, and faithfulneſs to his- 


maſter, from whom at the ſame time 
he hath a juſt demand for protection, 


and maintainance and gentle treat- 


ment. Nay, even the poor beggar 
hath a juſt demand of an alms from 
the rich man, who is guilty of fraud, 
injuſtice, and oppreſſion, if he doth 
not afford relief ae to bir a- 
Supa N 1 8 


— 


Bor this ſubje&tion we. all owe: 


one another is no where more ne- 
ceſſary, than in the common con- 
verſation of life; for without it there 
could be no ſociety among men. If 
the learned would not ſometimes 


ſubmit to the ignorant, the wiſe to 


the ſimple, the gentle to the fro- 


ward, the old to the weakneſſes of 
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the young, there would be nothing 
but everlaſting variance in the world. 
This our Saviour himſelf confirmed 
by his own example; for he ap- 
peared in the form of a ſervant, and 
waſhed his diſciples feet, adding theſe 
memorable words, Te call me Lord 
and Maſter, and ye jay well, for fo 1 
am. VI then your Lord and Maſter 
waſh your feet, how" much more ought 
ye o waſh one another's feet? Under 
which expreſſion of waſhing the feet, 
is included all that ſubjection, aſ- 
ſiſtance, love, and duty, which every 
good Chriſtian ought to pay his bro- 
ther, in whatever ſtation God hath 
placed him. For the greateſt prince 
and the meaneſt ſlave are not by in- 
finite degrees ſo diſtant, as our Sa- 
viour and thoſe diſeiples whoſe feet 
he ne to waſh. 


AND, 


non 1 


AND, although this doctrine of 
ſubjecting ourſelves to one another 


may ſeem to grate upon the pride 


and vanity of mankind, and may 
therefore be hard to be digeſted by 
thoſe who value themſelves upon 
their greatneſs or their wealth; yet, 


is it really no more than what moſt 


men practiſe upon other occaſions. 


For, if our neighbour, who is our 
inferior, cometh to ſee us, we riſe. to 


receive him, we place him above us, 
and reſpect him as if he were better 
than ourſelves; and this is thought 
both decent and neceſſary, and is u- 
ſually called good-manners. No.] 
the duty required by the apoſtle is, 

only that we ſhould: enlarge our 

minds, and that what we thus prac- 
tiſe in the common courſe of life, we 
ſhould imitate in all our actions and 


proceedings whatever ; ſince our Sa- 
- mwour 
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viour telleth us, that every man is 
our neighbour ; and ſince we are ſo 
ready 1n the point of civility, to 
yield to others in our own houſes, 
where only we have any title to 
govern. kth 126463 


Hes thus ſhewn you what 


ſort of ſubjection it is which all men 
owe to one another, and in what 


manner it ought to be paid, I ſhall 
now draw ſome obſervations from 
what hath been ſaid. 


Ap, Fir; A thargugh. prac- 
tice of this duty of ſubjecting our - 
ſelves to the wants and infirmities 
of each other, would utterly ex- 
tinguiſh in us the vice of pride. For, 


af God hath pleaſed to intruſt me 


with a talent, not for my own ſake, 


the 


18 8 E R M ON I 


1 the ſame time hath left me full of 
r Wants and neceſſities which others 
| mult ſupply; I can then have no 
cauſe to ſet any extraordinary value 
upon myſelf, or to deſpiſe my bro- 
ther, becauſe he hath not the ſame 
talents which were lent to me. His 
being may probably be as uſefuł to 
the public as mine; and therefore, 
by the rule of right reaſon, I am in 
no ſort preferable to him... | 
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Secondly; Ir. is very manifeſt from 
what bath been ſaid, that no man 
ought to look upon the advantages 
of life, ſuch as riches, honour, pow- 
er, and the like, as his property, 
but merely as a truſt, which God 
| hath depoſited with him, to be em- 
ployed for the uſe of his brethren ; 
and God will certainly puniſh the 
N of that truſt, although the 

laws 
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laws of man will not, or rather in 
deed, cannot; becaàuſe the truſt — 
conferred ouly by God, who hat 
not left it to any power on earth to 
decide infallibly, whether + man 


maketh a good uſe of his talents or 


no, or to puniſh him where he fail- 
eth. And therefore God ſeemeth 
to have more particularly taken this 
matter into his own hands, and will 
moſt certainly reward or puniſh us 
in proportion to our good or ill per- 
formance in it. Now, although the 
advantages which one man poſſeſ- 


ſeth more than another, may in ſome 


ſenſe be called his property with re- 
ſpect to other men, yet with reſpect 


to God, they are, as I ſaid, only a 


truſt: which will plainly appear from 
hence. If a man does not uſe thoſe 
advantages to the good of the pub- 


bc, or the benefit. of his neigh» 
bour, 
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bour, it is certain he does not de- 
ſerve them; and eonſequently, that 
God never intended them for a bleſ- 4 

ſing to him; and on the other ſide, 
whoever doth employ his talents as 
he ought, will find by his own ex- 
perience, that they were chiefly lent 
him for the ſervice of others; for to- 
the ſervice of others he will certain+ 
'y employ them. 
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27 birdy 2 Is we con] al be 
brought to practiſe this duty of 
ſubjecting ourſelves to each other, it 
would very much contribute to the s 
general happineſs of mankind: for = 
this would root out envy and mas 
lice from the heart of man; becauſe 
you cannot envy your neighbour's. 
Krength, if he maketh uſe of it to 1 
defend your life, or carry your bur- 
den; you cannot envy his wiſdom, 
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if he giveth you good counſel; nor 
his riches, if he ſupplieth you in 
your wants; nor his greatneſs, if 
he employeth 3t to your protection. 
The miſeries of life are not proper- 
ly owing to the unequal diſtribu- 
tion of things; but God Almighty, 
the great King of heaven, is treat- 
ed like the kings of the earth; who, 
although, perhaps, intending well 
themſelves, have often moſt abomi- 
nable miniſters and ſtewards, and 
thoſe generally the vileſt, to whom 
they entruſt the moſt talents. But 
here is the difference, that the prin- 
ces of this world ſee by other men's 
eyes, but God ſees all things; and 
therefore whenever he permitteth 
his bleſſings to be dealt among thoſe 
who are unworthy, we may cef- 
tainly conclude, that he intends 
them: as à puniſnment to an evil 

a world, 


m4 ER MAD NI: 
world, as well as to the owners. Tt 
were well, if thoſe would: confider 
this, whoſe riches ſerve them only 
as a ſpur to avarice, or as an inſtru- 
ment to their luſts; whoſe wiſdom 
is only of this world, to put falſe 
colours upon things; to call good, 
evil, and evil, good, againſt the 
conviction. of their own conſciences; 
and laſtly, who employ their power 
and favour in acts of oppreſſion or 
injuſtice, in miſrepreſenting perſons 
and things, or in countenancing the 
d to fn ruin af = innocent. 
. 05 Tag dig of this du- 

ty of being ſubje& to one another 
would make us reſt contented in 
the ſeveral ſtations of life wherein 
God has thought fit to place us; be- 
cauſe it would in the beſt and 
eaſieſt manner, bring us back as it 
toy: were 
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were to that early ſtate of the goſ- 
pel, when Chriſtians had all things 
in common. For, if the. poor found 
the rich diſpoſed to ſupply their 
wants; if the ignorant found the 
wiſe ready to inſtruct and direct 
them; or, if the weak might al- 
ways find protection from the migh- 
ty; they could none of them, with 
the leaſt pretence of juſtice, lament 
a own condition. 


bf hats al that hath, . bj 
therto faid,. it appears, that great a- 
bilities of any ſort, when they are 
employed as God directeth, do but 
make the owners of them greater 
and more painful ſervants to their 
neighbour. and the public; howe- 
ver, we are by no means to con- 
clude from hence, that they are not 
u en, when they, are in 
7 1 
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good Chriſtian, who obeyeth our 
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the mans of good men. For, firſt, 
what can be a greater honour than 
to be choſen one of the Rewards 


and diſpenſers of God's bounty to 
mankind! What is there, that can 


give a generous fpirit more pleafure 
and complacency of mind, than to 


conſider, that he is an inſtrument of 


doing much good! That great num- 
bers owe to him, under God, their 
ſubſiſtence, their ſafety, their health, 
and the good conduct of their Ii 

The Wickedeſt man upon — 


eth a pleaſure in doing good to thoſe 


fie loveth; and therefore, farely, a 


Saviour's bemfapd of loving a all 
men, cannot but take delight in do- 


ing good even to His enemies. God, 


who giveth all things to all” men, 


can feceive nothing from any; and 
* among 3 who do the moſt 
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g good, and receive the feweſt returns, ml 


do moſt reſemble their Creator : for. 

which reaſon, St. Paul delivereth it 

as a ſaying of our Saviour, that it is 

more bleſſed to give than to receive. By 

this rule, what muſt become of thoſe 

things which the world valueth as 

the greateſt bleflings, riches, power, 

| and the like, when our Saviour 

S plainly determines, that the beſt way 

| to make them bleſſings, is to part 

with them ? Theretore, although the 

advantages which, one man hath 75 

ver another, may be called bleſſing © 

yet they are by no means ſo in the 

ſenſe the world uſually underſtand- 

ech. Thus, for example, great ri- 

ches are no bleſſings in themſelves; 
becauſe the poor man, with the | 

common neceſſaries of life, enjoyeth 

more health, and hath fewer cares 

without them: how then do they 
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become bleſſings? No otherwiſe, than 
by employing them in feeding the 


hungry, clothing the naked, reward - 


7 worthy men, and in ſhort, do- 

acts of charity and generoſity. 
Thus likewiſe, power is no blefling 
in itſelf, becauſe private men bear 


leſs envy, and trouble, and anguiſh 


without it. But when it is employ- 
ed to protect the innocent, to re- 
lieve the oppreſſed, and to puniſh 
the oppreſlor, then it becometh a 
great bleſſing. And, ſo laſtly, even 
great wiſdom is, in the opinion of 
Solomon, not a bleſſing in itſelf ;_ For 
in much wiſdom is much Jerks; and 
men of common underſtandings, 


if they ſerve God, and mind their 


callings, make fewer miſtakes in the 
conduct of life, than thoſe who have 
better heads. And yet, wiſdom | 15 


a "mighty bleſſing, when it is ap- 
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nn EO 
plied to good purpoſes, to inſtruct 
the ignorant, to be a faithful coun- 
ſellor in public or private, to be a 
director to youth, and to many o- 
ther ends needleſs here to mention. 


To conclude: God ſent us into 
the world to obey his commands, by 
doing as much good as our abilities 
will reach, and as little evil as our 
many infirmities will permit. Some 
he hath only truſted with one talent, 
ſome with five, and ſome with ten. 


No man is without his talent; and 


he that 1s faithful or negligent in a 
little, ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed, 
as well as he that hath been fo in a 


great deal. 


Cons1DER what hath been ſaid, etc. 
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or our rejoicing is this, the fe. 
ane of our conſcience ce. | 


4 


IERE is no word more fre- 
quent in the mouths of men, 
than that of conſcience, and the mean- 
ing of it is in ſome meaſure general - 
ly underſtood: however, becauſe it 
is likewiſe a word extremely abuſed 
by many people, who apply other 
meanings to it, which God Almigh- 
ty never intended; I ſhall explain it 
to you in the cleareſt” manner I am 
able, The word conſcience properly 
2 wait - B 4 Gnas, 
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ſignifies, that knowledge Which a 
man hath within himſelf of his owr 


thoughts and actions. And, be- 
cauſe, if a man judgeth fairly of his 
own actions, by comparing them 
with the law of God, his mind will 
cither approve or condemn him, ac- 
cording as he hath done' good or e- 
vil; therefore the knowledge or con- 
ſcience may properly be called both 
an accuſer and a judge. So that 


whenever our conſcience accuſeth 


us, we are certainly guilty ; but we 
are not always innocent when it 
doth not accuſe us: for very often, 
through the hardneſs of our hearts, 
or the fondneſs and favour we bear 
to ourſelves, or through ignorance, 


or neglect, we do not ſuffer our con- 


ſcience to take any cognizance of 
ſeveral ſins we commit. There is 


another office likewiſe, belonging to 
cConſcience, 
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-conſcience, which is that of being 
our director and guide; and the 
wrong uſe of this hath been the oc - 
caſion of more evils under the ſun, 
than almoſt all other cauſes put to- 

ether. For, as conſcience is no- 
thing elſe but the knowledge we 
have of what we are thinking and 
doing; ſo it can guide us no farther 
than that knowledge reacheth. And 
therefore God hath placed conſcience 
in us to be our director only in thoſe 
actions which ſcripture and ' reaſon 
plainly tell us to be good or evil. 
But in cafes too difficult or donbtful 
for us to comprehend or determine, 
there conſcience is not concerned; 
becauſe it cannot adviſe in what it 
doth not underſtand, nor decide 
where it is itfelf in doubt: but by 
God's great mercy, thoſe difficult 
points are never ef abſolute neceſſi- 
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ty to our ſalvation. There is like - 
wiſe another evil, that men often 
lay, a thing is againſt their con- 
ſcience, when really it is not. For 
inſtance; aſk any of thoſe who dif- 
fer from the worſhipeſtabliſhed, why 
they do not come to church? They 
will ſay, they diſlike the ceremo- 
nies, the prayers, the habits, and 
the like, and therefore it goeth a- 
gainſt their conſcience: but they 
axe miſtaken, their teacher hath put 
thoſe words into their mouth; for 
à man's conſeience can go no higli- 
er than his knowledge; and there · 
fore until he has thoroughly exa- 
mined by ſcripture, and the practice 
of the antient church, whether thoſe 
points are blameable or no, his con- 
ſcience cannot poſſibly direct him 
to condemn them. Hence have 
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what is uſually called, liberty of con- 
ſerence ; which properly ſpeaking, is 
no more than a liberty of knowing 
our own thoughts; which hberty no 
one can take from us. But thoſe 
words have obtained quite different 
meanings: liberty of conſcience is 
now'a days not only underſtood to 
be the hberty of believing what men 
pleaſe, but alſo of endeavouring to 
propagate the belief as much as they 
can, and to overthrow the faith 
which thelaws have already eſtabliſh- 
ed, to be rewanded by the public for 
thoſe wicked endeavours: and this 
is the liberty of conſcience which the 
fanaties are now openly in the face of 
the world endeavouring at with 
their utmoſt application. At the 
ſame time it cannot but be obſerv- 
ed, that thoſe very perſons, who 
5 en a pretence of a public ſpirit, 
0 OT | and. 
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and tenderneſs towards their Chri- 
ſian brethren, are ſo jealous for 
fuch a liberty of conſcience as this, 
are of all others the leaſt tender of 
thoſe who differ from them in the 
{malleſt point relating to govern- 
ment; and I wiſh I could not ſay, 
that the majeſty of the living God 
may be offended with more ſecurity 
than the memory of a dead prince. 
But the wiſdom of the world, at 
preſent, ſeemeth to agree with that 
of the heathen emperor, who ſaid, 


If the gods were offended, it was- 
their own concern, and they were 


able to vindicate themſelves. 


* 


Bor although conſcience hath 
been abuſed to thoſe wicked pur- 
poſes. which I have already related, 
yet a due regard to the directions it 
plainly giveth. us, as well as to its 

| accuſations, 
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gion, and yet have the repute of 


IR MON 


accuſations, reproaches, and advi- 


ces, would be of the greateſt uſe to 


mankind, both for their preſent wel- 

fare _ future W 
Turnzeo RE, my diſcourſe at this 

time, ſhall be directed to prove to 


you, that there is no ſolid, firm 
foundation for virtue, but on a con- 


ſcience which is PIR by ans. e 


In ids to this, I ſhall firſt ſhew 


you the weakneſs and uncertainty of 


two falſe principles which many 
people ſet up in the place of con- 
nn for a guide to _ Ee 


Tas firſt of theſe falſe incihs 
is, what the world uſually calleth 
moral honeſty. Thereare ſome people, 
who appear very indifferent as to re- 


being 
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being juſt and fair in their dealings; 
and theſe are generally known by 
the character of good moral men. 
But now, if you look into: the: 
grounds and motives of ſuch a man's 
actions, you. ſhall find them to be no 
| other than his own eaſe and intereſt. 
| For example; you truſt a moral man 
| with your money in the way of 
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trade; you truſt another with the 
defence of your cauſe at law, and 
perhaps they both deal juſtly with 
vou. Why? Not from any regard 
they have for juſtice, but becauſe 
their fortune dependeth upon their 
credit, and a ſtain of open public 
diſhoneſty muſt be to their diſadvan- 
1 tage. But let it confiſt with ſuch a 
1 man's intereſt and ſafety to wrong 
11 you, and then it will be impoſſible 
you can have any hold upon him; 
becauſe there is nothing left to give 
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him a check, or to put in the ba- 
lance againſt his profit. For, if he 
hath nothing to govern himſelf by, 
but the opinion of the world, as 
long as he can conceal his, injuſtice 
from the world, he thinketh anal 
ſelf ſafe. 


-BesiDzs, it is found by expe» 


rience, that thoſe. men who ſet up 


for morality, without regard to re- 
ligion, are generally but virtuous in 
part; they will be quit in their deal- 
ings. between man and man; but if 


they find themſelves diſpoſed to pride, 
luſt, intemperance, or avarice, they 


do not think their morality con- 
cerned to check them in any of theſe 


vices, becauſe it is the great rule of 
ſuch men, that they may lawfully, 
follow the dictates of nature, where- 
ever their ſafety, health, and for- 
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tune are not injured. So, that up- 
on the whole, there is hardly one 
vice which a mere moral man may 
not upon ſome occaſions allow him- 


0 to ann 


OW other kalle ia whick 
ſome men ſet up in the place of con- 
ſcience, to be their director in life, 
is what thoſe who . to as call 
Ponour. 5 | 


Tas woye4 is ee 2 che Abe 
tion of an oath; it is reckoned a 
great commendation to be a man of 
ſtrict honour; and it is commonly 
underſtood that a man of honour 
can never be guilty of a baſe action. 
This is ufually the ſtile of military 
men; or perſons with titles; and of 
others who pretend to birth and qua- 


5 It is true 2 that in an- 
cient 
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cient times, it was univerſally un- 
derſtood, that honour was the re- 
ward of virtue; but, if ſuch honour 
as is now a days going, will not 
permit a man to do a baſe action, it 
muſt be allowed, there are very few 
ſuch things as. baſe actions in nature. 
No man of honour, as that word is. 
uſually underſtood, did ever pretend 
that his honour obliged him to be 
chaſte or temperate ; to pay his cre- 
ditors; to be uſeful to his country; 
to do good to mankind; to endea- 
vour to be . or learned; to re- 


gard his » his promiſe, or his 


r e of theſe 


virtues, they were never learned in 


the catechiſm of honour; which con- 
taineth but two precepts, the punc- 
tual payment of debts contracted at 

play, and the right underſtanding 
the ſeveral degrees of an affront, in 
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order to revenge it by the death of 
an adverfary. 


Bur ſuppoſe, this principle of ho- 
nour, which ſome men ſo much boaſt 
of, did really produce more virtues 
than it ever pretended to; yet ſince 
the very being of that honour de- 


pendeth upon the breath, the opi- 


nion, or the fancy of the people; 
the virtues derived from it, could 
be of no long or certain duration. 
For example: ſuppoſe a man from 
à principle of honour ſhould reſolve 
to be juſt, or chaſte, or temperate; 
and yet the cenſuring world ſhould 
take a humour of refuſing him thoſe 


| characters; he would then think the 


obligation at an end: or, on the o- 


ther ſide, if he thought he could 


gain honour by the falſeſt and vileſt 
en (which is a caſe that very 
= aden 
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often happeneth) he would then 
make no ſcruple to perform it. And 
God knoweth, it would be an un- 
happy ſtate, to have the religion, 
the liberty, or the property of a 
people lodged in ſuch hands, which 
however hath been too often the caſe. 


Wnun4r I have ſaid upon this prin- 
ciple of honour may perhaps be 
thought of ſmall concernment to 
moſt of you who are my hearers: 
however, a caution was not altoge- 
ther unneceſſary, ſince tkere is no- 
thing by which not only the vul- 
gar, but the honeſt tradeſman hath 
been ſo much deceived, as this in- 
famous pretence to honour in 00 
$0 4 of their betters. ER © HE 

_HavinG thus W ww wits . 
neſs and uncertainty of thoſe prin- 
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ciples which ſome men ſet up in the 
place of conſcience to direct them in 
their actions, I ſhall now endeavour. 
to prove to you, that there is no 
folid, firm, foundation of virtue, 


but in a conſcience directed wk ru: 


principles of religion 


_ Tatxg is no way of judging how 
far we may depend upon the actions 
of men, otherwiſe than by knowing 
the motives and grounds, and cau- 
ſes of them; and if the motives of 
eur actions be not reſolved and de- 
termined into the law of God, they 
will be precarious and uncertain, and. 


Hable to perpetual changes. I will 


ſhew you what I mean, by an ex- 
ample: ſuppoſe a man thinketh it his 
duty to obey his parents, becauſe. 
reaſon telleth him ſo, becauſe he is 


n by gratitude, and becauſe 
the 
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the laws of his country command 
him to do ſo: but, if he ſtoppeth 
here, his parents can have no laſting 
ſecurity; for an occaſion may hap- 
pen, wherein it may be extremely 
his intereſt to be diſobedient, and 
where the laws of the land can lay 
no hold upon him: therefore, be- 
fore ſuch a man can ſafely be truſt- 
ed, he muſt proceed farther, and 
conſider that his reaſon is the gift of 
God; that God commanded him to 
be obedient to the laws, and did 
moreover in a particular manner en- 
join him to be dutiful to his parents; 
after which, if he layeth a due weight 
upon thoſe conſiderations, he will 
probably continue in his duty to the 
end of his life: becauſe no earthly 
intereſt can ever come in competi- 
tion to balance the danger of offend- 
ing _ Creator, or the happineſs of 
pleaſing 
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pleaſing him. And of all this his 
conſcience will certainly inform him, 
it he hath any regard to religion. 


Secondly; FEAR and hope are the 
two greateſt natural motives of all 
men's actions: but, neither of theſe 
paſſions will ever put us in the way 
of virtue, unleſs they be directed by 
conſcience. For although virtuous 
men do ſometimes accidentally make 
their way to preferment, yet the 
world 1s fo corrupted, that no man 
can reaſonably hope to be rewarded. 
in it, merely upon account of his 
virtue. And conſequently, the fear 
of puniſhment in this life will pre- 
ſerve men from very few vices, ſince 
ſome of the blackeſt and baſeſt do 
often prove the ſureſt ſteps to fa - 
vour; ſuch as ingratitude, hypo- 
criſy, treachery, malice, ſuborna - 
„ "ON tion, 
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tion, atheiſm, and many more, 
which human laws do little concern 
themſelves about. But when con- 
ſcience” placeth before us the hopes 
of everlaſting happineſs, and the 
fears of everlaſting miſery ; as the 
reward and puniſhment of our good 
or evil actions, our reaſon can find 
no way to avoid the force of ſuch an 
argument, otherwiſe than by run- 
ning into inkdelity. 


| Laſtly ; com e will direct 
us to love God, and to put our 
whole truſt and confidence in him. 
Our love of God will inſpire us with 
a deteſtation for ſin, as what is of 
all things moſt contrary to his di- 
vine nature; and if we have an en- 
tire confidence in him, at will e- 
nable us to ſubdue and deſpiſe all 
the allurements of the world. 
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IT may here be objected, If con- 
ſcience be ſo ſure a director to us 
Chriſtians, in the conduct of our 
lives, how cometh it to paſs, that 
| the ancient heathens, who had no 
| _ ether lights but thoſe of nature and 
| reaſon, ſhould ſo far exceed us in 

all manner of virtue, as plainly ap- 
peareth by many examples they have 
left on record: 
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To which it may be anſwered; 
Firſt, thoſe heathens were extremely 
ſtrict and exact in the education of 
their children; whereas amongſt us, 
this care is ſo much laid aſide, that 
the more God hath bleſſed any man 
with eſtate or quality, juſt ſo much 


it leſs in proportion is the care he ta- 
ith keth in the education of his chil- 
_ dren, and particularly of that child 
Which is to inherit his fortune; of 

n which 
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which the effects are viſible enough 
among the great ones of the world. 
Again, thoſe heathens did, in a par- 
ticular manner, inſtil the principle 
into their children of loving their 
country; which is ſo far otherwiſe 
now a- days, that of the ſeveral par- 
ties amongſt us, there is none of 
them that ſeem to have ſo much as 
heard, whether there be ſuch a vir- 
tue in the world; as plainly appear- 
eth by their practices, and eſpecial- 
ly when they are placed in thoſe ſta- 
tions where they can only have op- 
portunity of ſhewing it. Laſtiy; 


The moſt conſiderable among the 


heathens did generally believe re- 
wards and puniſhments in a life to 
come; which is the great principle 
for conſcience to work upon: where- 


as, too many of thoſe who would be 


thought the moſt conſiderable among 


e us, 
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us, do, both by their practices, and 
their diſcourſes, plainly affirm, that 
they believe nothing at all of the 
matter. 


WuHEREFORE, ſince it hath mani- 
feſtly appeared, that a religious con- 
ſcience is the only true ſolid foun- 
dation upon which virtue can be 
built; give me leave before I con- 
clude, to let you fee how neceſlary 
ſuch a conſcience is, to conduct us 
in every ſtation and condition of 
our lives. | 


Tnar a religious conſcience is 
neceſſary in any ſtation, is confeſſed 
even by thoſe who tell us, that all 
religion was invented by cunning 
men, in order to keep the world in 
awe. For, if religion, by the con- 
feſſion of its adverſaries, be neceſ- 
ſary 
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ſary towards the well-governing of 
mankind; then every wiſe man in 
power will be ſure not only to chuſe 
out for every ſtation under him, 
{uch perſons as are molt likely to be 
kept in awe by religion, but like- 


wile to carry ſome appearance of it 


himſelf, or. elſe he is a very weak 
politician. And accordingly, in a- 
ny country where great perſons af- 
fect to be open deſpiſers of religion, 
their counſels will be found at laſt 
to be fully as deſtructive to the ne 
as the gn boa 


IT was the advice of Jethro to his 
ſon-in-law Me, to provide able men, 
fuch as fear God, men of truth, ha- 
ting covetouſneſs, and to place ſuch 
over the people; and Mo/es, who was 
as wiſe a ſtateſmen, at leaſt, as any 
in this age, thought fit to follow 
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a SE RR MONT 
that advice. Great abilities, with- 
out the fear of God, are moſt dan- 
gerous inſtruments, when they are 
The laws of 
man have thought fit, that thoſe 
who are called to any oflice of truſt, 
ſhould be bound by an oath to the 
faithful diſcharge of it: but, an oath 
is an appeal to God, and therefore 
can have no influence, except upon 
thoſe who believe that he is, and 


that le is a rewarder of thoſe that 


ſeek him, and a puniſher of thoſe 


who diſobey him: and therefore, 


we ſee, the laws themſelves are for- 
ced to have recourſe to conſcience 
in thoſe caſes, becauſe tneir penal- 
ties cannot reach the arts of cunning 
men, who can find ways to be guil- 
ty of a thouſand injuſtices, without 
being diſcovered, or at leaſt without 
being punithed. « And the reaſon 
| why 
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why we find ſo many frauds, abuſes, 
and corruptions where any truſt is 
conferred, can be no other, than 
that there 1s ſo little conſcience and 
religion left in the world, or at 
leaſt that men in their choice of in- 
ſtruments have private ends in view, 
which are very different from the 
ſervice of the publicx. Beſides, it 
is certain, that men who profeſs to 
have no religion, are full as zealous 
to bring over proſelytes as any pa- 
piſt or fanatic can be. And there- 
fore, if thoſe who are in ſtation high 
enough to be of influence or example 
to others; if thoſe (I ſay) openly 
profeſs a contempt or diſbelief of re- 
ligion, they will be fare to make all 
their dependents of their own prin- 
ciples; and what ſecurity can the 
public expect from. ſuch perſons, 
whenever their intereſt or their luſts 
5 ä come 
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come into competition with their 
duty! It is very poſſible for a man 
Who has the appearance of religion, 
and a great pretender to conſcience, 


to be wicked and an hypocrite; but, 


it is impaſſible for x man who open- 
ly declareth againſt religion, to give 
any reaſonable ſecurity that he will 
not be falſe, and cruel, and corrupt, 
whenever a temptation. offereth, 
which he valueth more than he doth 
the power wherewith he was truſt- 


ed. And, if ſuch a man doth not 


betray his cauſe and his maſter, it 
was only becauſe the temptation was 
not properly offered, or the profit 
was too ſmall, or the danger too 
great. And hence it is, that we 
find ſo little truth or juſtice among 
us, becauſe there are ſo very few, 
who either in the ſervice of the pub- 
lic, or. in common dealings with 
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each other, do ever look farther 
than their own advantage, and how 
to guard themſelves againſt the laws 
of the country; which a man may 
do by favour, by ſecrecy, or by 
cunning, although he breaketh al- 
moſt every law of God. 


THEREFORE to conclude. It plain- 
Iy appears, that unleſs men are guid- 
ed by the advice and judgment of a 


conicience founded on religion, they 


can give no ſecurity that they will 
be either good ſubjects, faithful ſer- 
vants of the public, or honeſt in 
their mutual dealings; fince there is 
no other tie through which the pride, 
or luſt, or avarice, or ambition, of 
mankind will not certainly break 
one time or other. 


Chun ER what hath been ſaid, etc. 
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1 Epiſt; gen. of St. Jo HN, VER. 7. 
For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three 


are ons. 


1HIS day: being ſet apart to ac- 
knowledge our belief in the 


eternal Taixirv, I thought it might 
be proper to employ my prefent diſ- 
courſe. entirely upon that ſubject; 

and, I hope, to handle it in ſuch a 
manner, that. the moſt ignorant a- 


mong you may return home better 


informed of your duty in this great 
point, than probably you are at pre- 


lent. 
408: . 1 
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IT muſt be confeſſed, that by the 
weakneſs and indiſcretion of buſy, 
or, at beſt, of well-meaning people, 
as well as by the malice of thoſe 
who are enemies to all revealed re- 
ligion, and are not content to poſſeſs 
their own infidelity in ſilence, with- 
out communicating it to the diſtur- 
bance of mankind; I ſay, by theſe 
means, it muſt be confeſled, that 

the doctrine of the Trinity hath ſuf- 


; J . | fered very much, and made Chri- 
= ſtianity ſuffer along with it. For 
Will ttheſe two things muſt be granted: 
1 Firſt, That men of wicked lives 


Will! would be very glad there were no 
| truth in Chriſtianity at all; and ſe- 
condly, If they can pick out any one 
ſingle article in the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, which appeareth not agree- 
able to their own corrupted reaſon, 
or to the arguments of thoſe bad 

| people, 
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people, who follow the trade of ſe- 
ducing others, they preſently con- 
clude, that the truth of the whole 


goſpel muſt ſink along with that one 


61 


article; which is juſt as wiſe, as if 


a man ſhould ſay, becauſe he diſlik- 
eth one law of his country, he will 
therefore obſerve no law at all; and 
yet, that one law may be very rea- 
ſonable in itſelf, although he doth 
not allow it, or doth not know the 
reaſon of the lawgivers. 


Tuus it ln with the 
great doctrine of the Trinity: which 
word 1s indeed not in ſcripture, but 
was a term of art invented in the 
earlier times, to expreſs the doctrine 
by a ſingle word, for the ſake of 
brevity and convenience. The doc- 
trine then, as delivered in holy ſcrip- 
ture, although not exactly in the 
ſame 
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fame words, is very ſhort, and a- 
mounteth only to this, that the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


are each of them God, and yet that 
there is but one God. For, as to 
the word perſon, when we ſay there 


are three perſons; and as to thoſe o- 


ther explanations in the Athanafian 
creed, this day read to you (whether 
compiled by At hanaſius or no) they 
were taken up three hundred years 
after Chriſt, to ex pound this doctrine; 
and I will tell you upon what occa- 
fion. About that time there ſprang 
up an hereſy of a people called Ar- 


rians, from one Arrius the leader of 


them. Theſe denied our Saviour 
to be God, although they allowed 
all the reſt of the goſpel (wherein 
they were more ſincere than their 
followers among us.) Thus the 
Chriſtian world was divided into 

N two 
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two parts, until at length, by the 


zeal and courage of ſaint Athana- 
frus, the Arrians were condemned 
in a general council, and a creed 
formed upon the true faith, as ſaint 
Athanafius hath ſettled it. This 
creed is now read at certain times 
in dur churches, which, although 
it is uſeful for edification to thoſe 
"who underſtand it; yet, fince it 
containeth ſome nice and philoſo- 
phieal points, which few people can 
comprehend, the bulk of mankind 
is obliged to believe no more than the 
NEE e as I have deliver- 
ed it. Becauſe that creed was in- 
tended only as an anſwer to the A7 
rians in their own way, who were 
very ſubtle PRE CLI 
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Bur, this 1 8 revived in 
the world about an hundred years a- 
HRE go, 
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go, and continued ever fince; not 
out gf a zeal to truth, but to give a 
looſe to wickedneſs, by throwing off 
all religion; ſeveral divines, in order 
to anſwer the cavils of thoſe adver- 
{aries to truth and morality, began to 
find out farther explanations of this 
doctrine of the Trinity, by rules of 
philoſophy; which have multiplied 
controverſies to ſuch a degree, as to 
beget ſcruples that have perplexed 
the minds of many ſober Chriſtians, 
who otherwiſe could never how. en- 
tertainen chem. id 01 il 


Fs MUST: 3 fn ths bold { to i 


firm, that the method taken by ma- 


ny of thoſe learned men, to defend 
the doctrine of the Trinity, hath been 
founded "pon a miſtake. 


IT muſt be alowed,) that every 


man 


CFF 
man is bound to follow the rules and 
directions of that meaſure of reaſon 
which God hath given him; and in- 
deed he cannot do otherwiſe, if he 
will be ſincere, or act like a man. 
For inſtance: if I ſhould be com- 
manded by an angel from heaven to 
believe it is mid - night at noon- day; 
yet I could not believe him. So, if 
I were directly told in ſcripture, that 
three are one, and one 1s three, I could 
not conceive or believe it in the na- 
tural common ſenſe of that expreſ- 
ſion, but muſt ſuppoſe that ſomething 
dark and myſtical was meant, which 
it pleaſed God to conceal from me 
and from all the world. Thus, in 
the text, There are three that bear re- 
cord, &c. Am I capable of know- 
ing and defining what union and 
what diſtinction there may be in the 
divine nature; which poſſibly may 

be 
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| be hid from the angels themſelves. 
Again, I ſee it plainly declared in 
ſcripture, that there is but one God; 
and yet I find our Saviour claiming 
| the prerogative of God in Knowing 
_ 81 men's thoughts; in ſaying, He and 
= his Father are one; and before Abra- 
_—_ ham was, I am. I read, that the dit- 
| 4 | ciples worſhipped him: that Thomas 
WIN TH {aid to him, My Lord, and my God. 
108 6 | And, St. 7ohn, chap. 1ſt, In the be- 
"i | ginning was the word, and the word 
| — was with God, and the word was God. 
* | | I read hkewife, that the Holy Ghoſt 


T4 116 ? 1 f 
=. i beſtowed -the gift of tongues, and 
\ 5 1 . 1 2 | = „ 7 
n the power of working miracles; 
1 which, if rightly conſidered, is as 
KTM great a miracle as any, that a num- 
—_— 1 911 
wn ber of illiterate men ſhould of a ſud- 
_ Fi den be qualified to ſpeak all the lan- 
Wn guages then known in the world; 
1 ſuch as could be done by the inſpi- 
| | | | ration. 
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ration of God alone. From theſe 
ſeveral texts it is plain, that Gol 
commandeth us to believe there 1s 
an union, and there is a diſtinction; 
but what that union, or that diſtinc- 
tion is, all mankind are equally ig- 


norant, and muſt continue ſo, at leaſt 


until the day of judgment, without 
ſome new revelation. 


Bur becauſe I cannot conceive the 
nature of this union and diſtinction 


in the divine nature, am I therefore 


to reject them as abſurd and impoſ- 
ſible; as I would, if any one told 
me, that three men are one, and one 
man is three? We are told, that a 
man and his wife are one fleſh ; this 
I can comprehend the meaning of; 
yet, literally taken, it is a thing im- 
poſſible. But the apoſtle telleth us, 
we TY Put 2 in part, and we know but ix 

part ; 
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part ; and yet we would comprehend 


all the ſecret ways and workings of 


God. 


THEREFORE I ſhall again repeat the 


doctrine of the Trinity, as it is poſitive- 


ly affirmed in ſcripture. That God 
is there expreſled in three different 
names, as Father, as Son, and as Holy 
Ghoſt; that each of theſe is God, and 
that there is but one God. But this 


3 


union and diſtinction is a myſtery 


_ utterly unknown to mankind. 


Taxis is enough for any good 
Chriſtian to believe on this great 


article, without ever enquiring any 


farther : and, this can be contrary 


to no man's reaſon, although the 


Enowledge of it is hid from him. 


Bur there is another difficulty of 
great importance, among, thoſe who 
quarrel 
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quarrel with the doctrine of the 
Trinity, as well as with ſeveral other 
articles of Chriſtianity; which is, that 
our religion aboundeth in myſteries, 
and theſe they are ſo bold to revile 
as cant, impoſture, and prieſt- craft. 
It is impoſſible for us to determine 


for what reaſons God thought fit to 


communicate ſome things to us in 
part, and leave ſome part in a my- 
ſtery. But ſo it is in fact, and ſo the 
holy ſcripture telleth us in ſeveral 
places. For inſtance; the reſurrec- 


tion and change of our bodies are 


called myſteries by St. Paul; our 
Saviour's incarnation is another: the 
kingdom of God is called a myſtery 


by our Saviour, to be only known to 


his difciples; ſo is faith, and the word 
of God by St. Paul: I omit many 
others. 80, that to declare againſt 
all myſteries without diſtinction or 


exception, 
7 076 wa 
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exception, is to declare againſt the 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament, 


THERE are two conditions that 
may bring a myſtery under ſuſpicion. 
Firſt, when it is not taught and com- 
manded in holy writ; or, ſecondly, 
when the myſtery turneth to the ad- 
vantage of thoſe who preach it to 
others. Now, as to the firſt, it can 
never be ſaid, that we preach myſte- 
ries without warrant from holy ſcrip- 
ture, although I confeſs this of the 
Trinity may have ſometimes been 


explained by human invention, which 


might perhaps better have been ſpa- 
red. As to the ſecond; it will not 
be poſſible to charge the proteſtant 
prieſthood with propoſing any tem- 
poral advantage to themſelves by 
broaching, or multiplying, or preach- 
ing of myſteries. Does this myſte- 

ry 
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ry of the Trinity, for inſtance, and 
the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, bring 
the leaſt profit or power to the 
preachers! No; it is as great a my- 
ſtery to themſelves as it is to the 
meaneſt of their hearers; and may 
be rather a cauſe of humiliation, by 
putting their underſtanding in that 
point upon a level with the moſt ig- 
norant of their flock. It is true in- 
deed, the Roman church hath very 
much enriched herſelf. by trading in 
myſteries, for which they have not 
the leaſt authority from ſcripture, 
and were fitted only to advance their 
own temporal wealth and grandeur; 
fuch as franſubſtantiation, worſhipping Wi 
of images, indulgences for fins, purgato- =—_ 
ry, and maſjes for the dead ; with ma- "#1 
ny more: but, it 1s the perpetual of 
talent of thoſe who have ill-will to ') 
our church, or a contempt for all 
religion, 
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religion, taken up by the wicked- 
neſs of their lives, to charge us with 
the errors and corruptions of popery, 
which all proteſtants have thrown 
off near two hundred years : where- 
as thoſe myſteries held by us, have 

no proſpect of power, pomp, or 
wealth ; but have been ever main- 
tained by the univerſal body of true 

believers from the days of the apo- 
ſtles, and will be ſo to the reſurrec- 
ion; neither will the gates of hell 
prevail againſt them... 


Ir may be thought, perhaps, a 
ſtrange thing, that God ſhould re- 
quire us to believe myſteries, while 
the reaſon or manner of what we 
are to believe, is above our compre- 
henſion, and wholly concealed from 
us: neither doth it appear at firſt 
fight, that the believing, or not be- 

i lieving 
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lieving them, doth concern either the 
glory of God, or contribute to the 
goodneſs or wickedneſs of our lives: 
but this is a great and dangerous 
miſtake. We ſee what a mighty 


weight is laid upon faith, beth in 


the Old and New Teſtament. In 
the former, we read how the faith 
of Abraham is praiſed, who could be- 
heve that God would raiſe from him 


à great nation, at the very ſame time 


that be was commanded to ſacrifice 
his only ſon, and deſpaired of any o- 
ther flue : and this was to him a 
great myſtery. Our Saviour is per- 
petually preaching faith to his dif- 
ciples, or reproaching them with the 
want of it; and St. Paul produceth 
numerous examples of the wonders 
done by faith. And all this is high - 
ly reaſonable; for faith is an entire 
dependence upon the truth, the 
. D power, 
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power, the juſtice, and the mercy 
of God; which dependence will cer- 
tainly inchne us to obey him in all 
things. So, that the great excellen- 


cy of faith conſiſteth in the conſe- 


quence it hath upon our actions: as, 
if we depend upon the truth and 
wiſdom of man, - we ſhall certainly 


be more diſpoſed to follow his ad- 
vice. Therefore, let no man think 
that he-canlead as good a moral life 


without faith, as with it; for 4his 
reaſon, becauſe he who has no 


Faith, cannot, by the ſtrength of 


his own reaſon or endeavour, ſo ea- 
fily reſiſt temptations, as the other 
who dependeth upon God's aſſiſtance 
in the overcoming his frailties, and 
is ſure to be rewarded for ever-in 
heaven, for his victory over them. 
Faith, ſays the apoſtle, is the evidence 
of things not ſeen : he means, that faith 

700 | | is 
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is a virtue by which any thing com- 
manded us by God to believe, ap- 
peareth evident and certain to us, if 
although we do not ſee, nor can 1 
conceive it; becauſe by faith, we bi 
entirely depend upon the truth and 1 
2 7 of God. 1 


Ir is an old and true diſtinction, 1 
that things may be above our reaſon | 
without being contrary to it. Of 

this kind are the power, the nature, 
and the univerſal preſence of God, 

with innumerable other points. How 

little do thoſe who quarrel with my- 
ſeries know of the commoneſt actions 

of nature? The growth of an animal, 

of a plant, or of the ſmalleſt ſeed, is = 
a myſtery to the wiſeſt among men. —_ 
If an ignorant perſon were told that 1 
2 load-ſtone would draw iron at a h 


diſtance, he might ſay it was a thing | 
D 2 contrary 
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pendence upon him, 
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contrary to his reaſon, and could not 


believe before he ſaw it with his eyes. 


THE manner whereby the foul and 
body are united, and how they are di- 
ſtinguiſhed, is wholly unaccountable 
to us. We ſee but one part, and yet 
we know- we-conliſt of two; and this 


is a myſtery. we cannot comprehend, 


any more.than that of the Trinity. 


_ Exom. what hath been ſaid, it is 
manifeſt, that God did never com- 
mand us to believe, nor his miniſters 
to preach, any doctrine which is con- 
trary to the reaſon he hath pleaſed 
to endow us with; but for his own 
wiſe ends, has thought fit to conceal 


from us, the nature of the thing he 


commands; thereby to try our faith 
and obedience, and increaſe our de- 


IT 
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IT is highly probable; that if God 
ſhould. pleaſe to reveal unto us this 


great myſtery of the Trinity, or ſome 


other myſteries in our holy religion, 
we ſhould not be able to underſtand 
them, unleſs he would at the ſame 
time think fit to beſtow on us. ſome 
new powers or faculties of the mind, 
which we want at preſent, and are 


reſerved until the day of reſurrection: 


to life eternal. For now, as the apo- 


ſtle faith, we /ee through a glaſs dark, 


* but then face to face. 


3 we ſee, the matter is brought 
to this iſſue; we muſt either believe, 
what God drectiy commandeth us 


in holy ſcripture, or we muſt wholly 


reject the ſcripture, and the Chriſtian 
religion which we pretend to profeſs: 


but this, I hope, is too deſperate a 
_ for any of us to make. 


My | 
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I Hav already obſerved, that thoſe 
who preach up the belief of the Tri- 
nity, or of any other myſtery, can- 
not propoſe. any temporal advantage 
to themſelves by ſo doing. But this 
is not the caſe of thoſe ho oppoſe 
theſe doctrines. Do they lead better 

moral lives than a. good Chriſtian? 

Are they more juſt in their dealings? 
more chaſte, or temperate, or chari- | 
table? Nothing at all of this; but 
on the contrary, their intent is to o- 
verthrow all religion, that they may 
gratify their vices without any re- 
proach from the world, or their own 
gonſcience; and are zealous to bring 
over as many others as they can to- 
their own opinions; becauſe it is 

ſome kind of imaginary comfort, to 

have a multitude on their ſide. 
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in holy writ, which if it were ſtrict- 
ly examined, is not as much con- 
trary to common reaſon, and as 
much a myſtery as this doctrine of 
the Trinity; and therefore, we may 
with equal juſtice deny the truth of 
them all. For inſtance; it is againſt 
the laws of nature, that a human bo- 
dy ſhould be able to walk upon the 


water, as St. Peter is recorded to have 
done; or that a dead carcaſe ſhould 


be raifed from the grave after three 


days, when it began to be corrupt- 
ed; which thoſe who underſtand a- 
natomy will pronounce to be impoſ- 
ſible by the common rules of nature 
and reaſon. Vet theſe miracles, and 
many others, are poſitively affirmed; 
in the golpel ; and theſe we muſt 
Believe, or give up our mae . 


to t and inſidels. 


— 1 3 Nr - 
« 1 nr 


a * 2 — 
i; * * av — 
— 


— . 
2 r 8 w—_—_ OO A 4 
= DOT Te 4 HE — _* 8 
FSI. - og Sd - pa — Y Fi =”, 
— n 
— — mg. — — 
— ö 
y w 
. — 


a _ 4 
3 
- 2 . — 
a 3 n 
= = _ 18 = x 
= — „ þ "7 
"i * 
— — — Aa 
ya — ——— on 


WEIR: 9 


4 


4 ' 5 - 11 
{ „ SO 
m . —_ = TY] — _ 


ho 2 xx M0 IN int 


I SHALL now make a few inferen> 


ces and obſervations from what hath 
been ſaid. 
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Firſt, Ir would be well, if people 
would not lay ſo much weight on 
their own reaſon in matters of reli- 
gion, as to think every thing impoſ- 
ible and abſurd which they cannot 
conceive. How often do we-contra- 
tradict the right rules of reafon in 
the whole courſe of our lives! Rea- 
ſon itſelf is true and juſt, but the rea- 
/en of every particular man is weak 
and wavering, perpetually ſwayed 
and turned by his intereſts, his paſ- 
fions, and his vices. Let any man 
IH but conſider, when he hath a con- 
1 troverſy with another, although his 
1 caſe be never ſo unjuſt, although the 
3 world be againſt him, how: blinded 
he is by the love of himſelf, to be- 
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lieve that right is wrong, and wrong 
is right, when it maketh for his-own 
advantage... Where is then the right 
uſe of his reaſon, which he ſo much 
boaſteth of, and which he would 
blaſphemouſly ſet up to controul the 
commands of the Almighty? 


Secondly, Win men are tempted 
to deny the myſteries of religion, 
let them examine and ſearch into 
their own hearts, whether they have 
not ſome favourite ſim which is of 
their party m this diſpute, and which 
is equally contrary to other com- 
mands of God in the goſpel. For, why 
do men love darkneſs rather than 
ght? - The ſcripture telleth us, Be- 
cauſe their deeds- are evil; and there 
can be no other reaſon aſſigned. 
Therefore when men are curious and 


. add to diſcover ſome weak 
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ſides in Chriſtianity, and inclined to 
favour every thing that is offered to 
its diſadvantage; it is plain they 
with it were not true, and thoſe 
wiſhes can proceed from nothing but 
an evil conſcience; becauſe, if there 
be truth in our religion, their con- 
dition muſt be miſerable. 


AND, therefore, thirdly, men ſhould 
conſider, that raiſing difliculties con- 
cerning the myſteries in religion, 
cannot make them more wiſe, learn- 
ed, or virtuous; better neighbours, 
or friends, or more ſerviceable to 
their country; but, whatever they 
pretend, will deſtroy their inward 
peace of mind, by perpetual doubts 
and fears ariſing in their breaſts. And, 
God forbid we ſhould ever ſee the 
times ſo bad, when dangerous opt- 
nions in religion, will be a means to 
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favour and preferment; although 
even in ſuch a caſe, it would be an 
ul traffic, to gain the world, and loſe 
our own fouls. So that, upon the 
whole, it will be impoſſible to find 
any real uſe towards a virtuous or 
happy life, by denying. the e 
on the goſpel. 


Hurt hy, To E ſtrong unbelievers, 
who expect that all myſteries ſhould 
be ſquared: and fitted to their own 
reaſon, might have ſomewhat to ſay 
for themſelves, if they could ſatisfy 
the general reaſon of mankind in o- 
ther opinions: but herein they are 

miſerably defective, abſurd, and ri- 
diculous; they ſtrain at a gnat, and 
{ſwallow a camel; they can believe 
that the world was made by chance; 
that God doth not concern himſelf 
with things below; will neither pu- 
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niſh vice, nor reward virtue; that 
religion was invented by cunning 


men to keep the world in- awe; with 


many other opinions equally falſe 
and deteſtable, againſt the common 
light of nature as well as reaſon ; a- 
gainſt the univerſal ſentiments of all 
civilized nations, and offenſive to the 
ears even of a ſober heathen. 


Laſtly, Since the world abound- 


eth with peſtilent books, particular- 


ly written againſt this doctrine. of 
the Trinity; it is fit to inform you, 
that the authors of them proceed 
wholly upon a miſtake : they would 
ſhew how impoſſible it is that three 
can be one, and one can be three; 


whereas the ſcripture ſaith no ſuch 


thing, at leaſt in the manner they 


would make it: but, only, that there 


is ſome kind of unity and diſtinction 
| in 
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in the divine nature, which man- 
kind cannot poſſibly comprehend: 
thus, the whole doctrine is ſhort and 
plain, and in itſelf uncapable of any 
controverſy; ſince God himſelf hath 
pronounced the fact, but wholly 
concealed the manner. And there- 
fore, many divines who thought fit 
to anſwer thoſe wicked books, have 
been miſtaken too, by anſwering fools 
in their folly; and endeavouring to 
explain a myſtery which God in- 
tended to: keep ſecret from us. And, 
as I would exhort all men to avoid 
reading thoſe wicked books, written 
againſt this doctrine, as dangerous 
and pernicious ; ſo L think they may 
omit the anſwers as unneceſſary. 
This I confeſs: will probably affect but 
few or none among the generality 
of our congregations, who. do not 
much. trouble themſelves with books 
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at leaſt of this kind. However, ma- 
ny, who do not read themſelves, are 


ſeduced by others that do; and thus 


become unbelievers upon truſt and 


at ſecond hand; and this is too fre- 
quent a caſe: for which reaſon I have 
endeavoured to put this doctrine up- 
on a ſhort and ſure foot, levelled to 
the meaneſt underſtanding; by which 
we may, as the apoſtle directeth, be 


ready always to give an anſwer to 


every man that aſketh us a reaſon of 


the hope that is in us, with meek-- 


nen aud fe a 


"AND, thus 1 have done with my 
ſubject, which probably I ſhould not 
have choſen, if I bad not been invi- 


ted to it by the occaſion of this ſea- 
ſon, appointed on purpoſe to cele- 
brate the myſteries of the Trinity, 


and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 


wherein 
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| 3 
wherein we pray to be kept ſtedfaſt 


in this faith; and what this faith is, 
I have ſhewn you in the plaineſt man- 


ner I could. For, upon the whole, 
it is no more than this: God com- 
mandeth us, by our dependence up- 
on his truth and his holy word, to 
believe a fact that we do not under- 
ſtand. And this is no more than 


what we do every day in the works 


of nature, upon the credit of men 
of learning. Without faith we can 
do no works acceptable to God; for, 
if they proceed from any other prin- 
ciple, they will not advance our ſal- 
vation; and this faith, as I have ex- 
plained it, we may acquire; without 
giving up our ſenſes, or contradict- 
ing our reaſon. May God of his 
infinite mercy, inſpire us with true 
faith in every article and myſtery of 
our holy religion, ſo as to diſpoſe us 
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and this we pray through Jeſus Chriſt, 


8 8 E 
and glory, now and for evermore. 


to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, the my 
prehenſible Ox E God, be all honour 
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2 Kixes viii. Part of the 13th verſe. 

And Hazael /aid, But what, is thy 
ſervant a dg, that he e do 1 
1 ie 


| of the deceitfulneſs of the 
heart, repreſented to us in the perſon 
of Hazael; who was ſent to the pro- 
phet Eliſba, to enquire; of the Lord, 
concerning his maſter the king of 
Syria's recovery. For the man of 
God having told him that the king 
might recover from the diſorder he 


was then labouring under, began to 


*. and faſten his countenance upon, 
him: 


FE have a very 1 inſtance 
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him of a ſudden, and to break out 
into the moſt violent expreſſions of 
ſorrow, and a deep concern for it; 
whereupon, when Hazael, full of 
ſhame and confuſion, aſked, Why 
weepeth my Lord? he anſwered, Be- 
cauſe I know all the evil that thou wilt 
do unto the children of Iſrael; their. 
ſtrong helds wilt thou ſet on fire, and 
their young men wilt thou flay- with the 
fword, and wilt daſh their children, 
and rip up their women wilh child. 
Thus much did the man of God 
ſay and know of him, by a light 
darted into his mind from heaven. 
But Hazael, not knowing himſelf ſo 
well as the other did, was ſtartled 
and amazed at the relation, and 
would not believe it poſſible, that 
a man of his temper could ever run 
out into ſuch enormous inſtances of 
eruelty and inhumanity. What, fays: 
I he, 
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he, is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould 
do this great thing? 


AnD yet, for all this, it is highly 
probable, that he was then that very 
man he could not imagine himſelf to 
be; for we find him, on the very 
next day after his return, in a very 
treacherous and diſloyal manner, 
murdering his own maſter, and u- 
ſurping his Kingdom; which was but 
a prologue to the fad tragedy, which 
he afterwards acted upon the people 
of Iſrael. 

AND now the caſe is but very lit- 
tle better with moſt men, than it 
was with 'Hazael; however it co- 
weth to paſs, they are wonderfully 
unacquainted with their own tem- 
per and diſpoſition, and know very 
little of what paſſeth within them: 
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for, of ſo many proud, ambitious, re- 


i 
vengeful, envying, and ill- natured 11 
perſons that are in the world, where ſe 
is there one of them, who, although b 
he hath all the ſymptoms of the vice 0 
appearing upon every occaſion, can n 
look with ſuch an impartial eye upon h 
himſelf, as to believe that the im- 41 
putation thrown upon him 1s not al- r 
together groundleſs and unfair? Who, _ 
af he were told by men of a diſcern- h 
ing ſpirit and a {trong conjecture, of 
all the evil and abſurd things which 
that falſe heart of his would at one 
time or other betray him into, would c 
not believe as little, and wonder as t 
much, as Hazael did before him? IM 
Thus, for inſtance; tell an angry 
perſon, that he is weak and impotent, C 
and of no conſiſtency of mind; tell ſ 
him, that ſuch or ſuch a little acci- ne! ol 
dent, which he may then deſpiſe, 1 
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and think much below a paſlion, 
ſhall hereafter make him ſay and do 


ſeveral abſurd, indiſcreet, and miſ- 


becoming things: he may perhaps 
own that he hath a ſpirit of reſent- 
ment within him, that will not let 
him be impoſed on, but he fondly 
imagines, that he can lay a becoming 
reſtraint upon it when he pleaſeth, al- 
though it is ever running away with 
him into ſome indecency or other. 


Tauxkkrokk, to bring down the 


words of my text to our preſent oc- 


caſion, I ſhall endeavour, in a fur- 


ther proſecution of them, to evince 


the great neceſſity of a nice and cu- 


rious inſpection into the ſeveral re- 
ceſſes of the heart, that being the 
ſureſt and the ſhorteſt method that a 


wicked man can take to reform him- 


ſelf: for let us but ſtop the fountain, 


and 


Y 
[ 
g 
Ai 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


$ LACY 
* g 
1 1 . 
WAR 
1s i 
1 3 
b 
* 
174 1 ney 
Fl \ 0 
[| „ 
1 
1 1 
| 1-4 
iv ; 
f 
F 
14 


it 


| 


——— 
— — 


IS: a=. n . — — 
1 


ES £5 
=} 
Mn rn Y 
IIS 
- <1% 
w vw F — 
* . Ys . — 


— — — — 
- — rt — 
— — _ = 

— 


TEN 


8 
— 


y 4 a 
—. - — — — 
r > — © 


— — — 
I - SE DOES <= ove 
S r . ee IT"... 2 - 
. 
— — 


— Se 


2 — Me. es 7 
— . —— — — — 

— — 2 — — 

„ 


o6 8 E R M O N IV. 


and the ſtreams will ſpend and waſte 


themſelves away in a very little 


time; but if we go about, like chil- 


dren, to raiſe a bank, and to ſtop the 
current, not taking notice all the 


while of the ſpring which continual- 
ly feedeth it, when the next flood of 
a temptation riſeth and breaketh in 
upon it, then we ſhall find that we 
have begun at the wrong end of our 
duty, and that we are very little 
more the better for it, than if we had 
ſat ſtill, and made no advances at 
all. | 


CY 


Bur, in order to a clearer expla- 
Nation of the point, I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe following particulars. 


_ Firſt, By endeavouring to prove, 
from particular inſtances, that 
man is generally the moſt ig- 
norant 


© ANON a 


norant creature in the world of 
himſelf. 


Secondly, By enquiring into the 
grounds and reafons of this 1g- 
norance. 


2 birdly, and laſtly, By propoſing 


ſeveral advantages, that do moſt 
aſſuredly attend a due improve- 
ment in the knowledge of our- 
ſelves. | 


= 


Hirſt, then, To prove that man is 
generally the moſt ignorant creature 


in the world of n. 


To purge the heb of. man 


through all the inſtances of life, in all 
its ſeveral windings and turnings, : 


and under that infinite variety of 


_ and appearances which it put- 
EY OL. I. E teth 


od 41 


TIT Se 4s bs, 1 IF 


DI i 20 Eoin MEISE. Do Hoe ere 


— a — rn 
— — — 


— — — 0 2 _ 
F * | > UE? 5 
1 — 


— 2 — 
1 Fr, 


— a 


- mo nar HY Q x 
— . —F— — 


0 4 oy Ss 
OD >, 9, — er ener ne 
—— py ene — — ne. 
— hn 2 7 
—— — LO 
- — — 


25. 
= 
— 
Sz 


— 


— 


* 8988 —— - 
2 = Wy — = > 
r 
— 
—— . 


„* „„ I ———_ 
— — — — — w 3 


* 
—_ £4 - = . RS ws — 2 
2 — — HS . 22 
_ a wt — - —_ 
4 2245 —— ů ů —— 0 — — 
— n 
— — = 
TAC - l =_ 4 J 


— 
a — 7 5 8 ANN * 28 FF - - L 
AA I e e eee r — oa ts — 1 
8 : oy Os 2 n n * 0 
2 DV « 3 — *. by 
- f * 
U 


% SUE R M © N' w. 


teth on, would be a difficult and al- 
moſt impoſſible undertaking; ſo that 
I ſhall confine myſelf to ſuch as have 
a nearer reference to the preſent oc- 
cation, and do, upon a cloſer view, 
ſhew themſelves through the whole 
buſineſs of repentance. For we all 
know what it is to repent, but whe- 
ther he repenteth ham truly of his 
ſins or not, Who can know it? 


Now the great duty of repentance 
is chiefly made up of theſe two parts, 
a hearty. ſorrow for the follies and 
miſcarriages. of the time paſt, and a 
full purpoſe and reſolution of amend- 
ment for the time to come. And 
now, to ſhew the falſeneſs of the 
beart in both theſe Parks of repent- 
. | And, | 

l Men As to a 9 forrow for 
the 
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the ſins and miſcarriages of the time 
paſt. Is there a more uſual thing 
than for a man to impoſe upon him- 
ſelf, by putting on a grave and de- 
mure countenance, by caiting a ſe- 
vere look into his paſt conduct, and 
making ſome few pious and devout 
reflections upon it, and then to be- 
lieve that he hath repented to an ex- 
cellent purpoſe, without ever letting 
it ſtep forth into practice, and-ſhew 
itſelf in a holy converſation? Nay, 
ſome perſons do carry the deceit a 
little higher; who, if they can but 
bring themſelves to weep for their 
_ ſins are then full of an ill-ground- 
ed confidence and ſecurity; never 
conſidering, that all this may prove 
to be no more than the very garb 
and outward dreſs of a contrite 
heart, which another heart, as hard 
as the nether | mil-Rone, - may as 
E 2 well 


n MOM -ITT 


well put on. For tears and fighs, 


however in ſome perſons they may 


be decent and commendable expreſ- 
ſions of a godly ſorrow, are neither 


neceſſary, nor infallible ſigns of a 
true and unfeigned repentance. Not 
neceſſary, becauſe ſometimes, and in 
ſome perſons, the inward grief and 
anguiſh of the mind may be too big 
to be expreſſed hy ſo little a thing 
as a tear, and then it turneth its 
edge inwards upon the mind; and 
like thoſe wounds of the body 
which bleed inwardly, it generally 
proves the moſt fatal and dangerous 
to the whole body of fin: not infal- 
lible,' becauſe a very ſmall portion 
of forrow may make ſome tender 
diſpoſitions melt, and break out in- 
to tears; or a man may perhaps 


weep at parting with his fins, as he 


would to bid the laſt farewel to an 
| | old 


8 ER MON 


old friend that he was ſure never to 


ſee again» 


Bur there is ſtill a more pleaſant 
cheat in this affair, that when we 


FF. hot 


e find a deadneſs, and a ſtrange kind 


of unaptneſs and indiſpoſition to all 
impreſſions of religion, and that we 
cannot be as truly ſorry for our 
fins as we ſhould be, we then pre- 


tend to be forry that we are not 
more ſorry for them; which is not 
leſs abſurd and urational, than that 
a man ſhould pretend to be very 
angry at a thing, becauſe. he did 
not know how to be angry at all. 


Bur after all, what is wanting in 


this part of repentance, 


we expect 


to make it up in the next; and to 
that purpoſe we put on a reſolution 
a amendment which we take to 
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be as firm as a houſe built upon a 
rock; ſo that let the floods ariſe, 
and the- winds blow, and the ſtreams 


beat vehemently upon it, nothing 


Mall ſhake it into ruin and diſorder. 
We doubt not, upon the ſtrength 
of this reſolve, to ſtand faſt and un- 
moved amidſt the ſtorm of a temp- 
tation; and do firmly believe, at 
the time we make it, that nothing 
in the world will ever be able to 
make us commit thoſe ſins over a- 


gain, which we have ſo firmly re- 


ſolved againſt. e e 


Tus many a time have we come 
to the ſacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, with a full purpoſe of amend- 
ment, and with as full a perſuaſion 
of putting that ſame purpoſe into 
practice; and yet have we not all 
as often broke that good purpoſe, 
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and falſified that ſame perſuaſion, 
dy ſtarting aſide, like a broken bow, 

into thoſe very ſins, which we'then 
ſo ſolemnly and ſo NY: de- 
cared NIE? 2 


WHEREAS, had but any other 
perſon entered with us into a vow ſo 
folemn, that he had taken the holy 
facrament upon it, I believe had he 
but once deceived us by breaking in 
upon the vow, we ſhould: hardly 
ever after be prevailed upon to truſt 
that man again, although we {till 
continue to truſt our own Warts, a- 
S . N and e expys ience. 


Tars 0 is a dangerous de- 
ceit enough, and will of courſe be- 
tray all thoſe well-meaning perſons 
into fin and folly, who are apt to 
_ e for a much eaſier thing 
E 4 than 
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than it is. But this is not the only 
miſtake we are apt to run into; we 1 
do not only think fometimes that we 1q 
can do more than we can do, but 0 
ſometimes that we are incapable of ] 
doing leſs; an error of another kind 1 
indeed, but not leſs dangerous, ari- 0 
ling from a diffidence and falſe hu- 0 
mility. For how much a wicked V 
man can do in the buſineſs of reli- o 
gion, if he would but do his beſt, h 
1s very often more than he can tell. fi 
| | t 

Tnus nothing is more common : 


than to ſee a wicked man running is 
headlong into fin and folly againſt bs 
his reaſon, againſt his religion, and nn 
againſt his God. Tell him, that F 
what he is going to da will be an in- of 
finite diſparagement to his under- 
_ ſtanding, which, at another time, | 
he ſetteth no ſmall value upon; tell h; 
| him F 
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him that it will blacken his reputa- 
tion, which he had rather die for 
than loſe; tell him that the pleaſure 
of the ſin is ſhort and tranſient, and 
leaveth a vexatious kind of a ſting 
behind it, which will very bardly be 
drawn forth; tell him that this is 
one of thoſe things for which God 
will moſt ſurely bring him to judg- 
ment, which he pretendeth to be- 
heve with a full aſſurance and per- 
ſuaſion: and yet for all this, he ſhut- 
teth his eyes againſt all conviction, 
and ruſheth into the fin, like a horſe 
mto the battle; as if hehad nothing 
left to do, but like a filly child to 
wink hard, and to think to eſcape 
a certain and an infinite miſchief, 
only by IEC not o ſee it. 


e now to ths that the heart 


Wau! given in a falſe report of the 
E 5 temptation. 
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temptation, we may learn from this, 
that the ſame weak man would re- 
fiſt | and maſter the ſame powerful 
temptation, upon conſiderations of 
infinitely leſs value, than thoſe which 
religion offereth, nay, ſuch vile con- 
fiderations, that the grace of God 
cannot without blaſphemy: be ſup- 
poſed to add any manner of force 
and efficacy to them. Thus for in- 
ſtance, it would be an hard matter 
to dreſs up a fin in ſuch ſoft and 
tempting cireumſtances, that à tru- 
ly covetons man would not reſiſt for 
a conſiderable ſum of money; when 
neither the hopes of heaven nor the 
fears of hell could make an impreſ- 
ſion on him before But can any 


thing be a ſurer indication of the de- 


ceitfulneſs of the heart, than thus 
to ſhew more courage, reſolution, 
and activity, in an ill cauſe, than it 

doth 
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doth in a good one? and to exert it- 
ſelf to better purpoſe, when it is to 
ſerve its own pride, or luſt, or re- 
venge, or any other paſſion, than 
when it is to ſerve God upon the 
motives of the goſpel, and upon all 
the arguments that have ever been 
made uſe of to bring men over to re- 
ligion and a good life? And thus 
having ſhewn that a man 1s wonder- 
fully apt to deceive and impoſe up- 
on himſelf, in paſſing through the 
ſeveral ſtages of that great duty, re- 
pentance, SEES now, in the 
acm N cn To mas 1555 
the grounds and reaſons of this ig- 
norance, and to ſbeto whence it com- 
eth to paſs, that a man, the only crea- 
ture in the world that can reflect and 
look into himſelf, ſhould know ſe little of 
what a within him, * be jo ve- 
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ry much unacquainted even with the 
 fanding diſpoſitions and complexion of his 
own heart. The prime reaſon of it 
is, becauſe we ſo very ſeldom con- 
verſe with ourſelves, and take fo 
little notice of what paſſeth within 
us: for a man can no more know 
his own heart than he can know his 
own face, any other way than by 
reflection: he may as well tell over 
every feature of the ſmaller portions 
of his face without the help of a 
looking glaſs, as he can tell all the 
inward bents and tendencies of the 
ſoul, thoſe ſtanding features and 
lineaments of the inward man, and 
know all the various changes that 
this is liable to from cuſtom, from 
paſſion, and from opinion, without 
a very frequent uſe of ONS: with- 
in himſelf, 


For 
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Fox our paſſions and inclinations 


are not always upon the wing, and 


always moving towards their reſpec- 
tive objects, but retire now and then 
into the more dark and hidden re- 


ceſſes of the heart, Where they lie 


concealed for a while, until a freſh 
occaſion calls them forth again: ſo 
that not every tranſient, oblique, 
glance upon the mind can bring a 
man into a thorough knowledge of 
all its ſtrengths and weaknefles; for 
a man may ſometimes turn the eye 
of the mind inward upon itſelf, as 
he may. behold his natural face 
in a glaſs, and go away, and ſtraight 
forget what manner of man he was. 
But a man muſt rather ſit down and 
unravel every action of the paſt day 
into all its circumſtances and parti- 
cularities, and obſerve how every 


little thing moved and affected him, 


and 
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and what manner of impreſſion it 
made upon his heart: this done 
with that frequency and carefulneſs 
which the importance of the duty 
doth require, would in a ſhort time 
bring him into a near and intimate 
acquaintance with himſelf. 

Bur when men inſtead of this, 
do paſs away months and years in 
a perfect ſlumber of the mind, with- 
out once awaking it, it is no won- 
der they ſhould be ſo very ignorant 
of themſelves, and know very little 
more of what paſſeth within them, 
than the very beaſts which periſh. 
Bat here it may not be amiſs to en- 
quire into the reaſons why moſt 
men have ſo little converſation with 
themſelves. 


Axp I/, Becauſe this reflection 
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is a work and labour of the mind, 
and cannot be performed without 
ſome pain and difficulty: for before 


a man can reflect upon himſelf, and 


look into his heart with a ſteady eye, 
he muſt contract his ſight, and col- 
lect all his- ſcattered. and roving 
thoughts into ſome order and com- 
paſs, that he may be able to take a 
clear and diſtinct view of them; he 


muſt retire from the world for a 
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while, and be unattentive to all im- 
preſſions of ſenſe; and how hard and 
painful a thing muſt it needs be to 
a man of paſſion and infirmity, a- 
midſt ſuch a croud of objects that 
are continually ſtriking upon the 
fenſe, and ſoliciting the affections, 
not to be moved and Lene ese by 


one or other oft them But, gl 
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ſo ſeldom converſe with ourſelves, 
is, becauſe the buſineſs of the world 
taketh up all our time, and leaveth 
us no portion of it to ſpend upon 
this great work and labour of the 
mind. Thus twelve or fourteen 
years paſs away before we can well 
diſcern good from evil; and of the 
reſt fo much goeth away in ſleep, 
ſo much in the ordinary buſineſs of 
life, and ſo much in the proper bu- 
fineſs of our callings, that we have 
none to lay out upon the more ſe- 
rious and religious employments. 


Every man's life is an Imperfect fort 


of a circle, which he repeateth and 


runneth over every day; he hath a 


ſet of thoughts, defires, and incli- 
nations, which return upon him in 


their proper time and order, and 


will very hardly be laid aſide to 
make room for any thing new and 
a” uncommon : 
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uncommon: ſo that call upon him 


when you pleaſe, to ſet about the 


ſtudy of his own heart, and you 
are ſure to find him pre- engaged; 
either he hath ſome buſineſs to do, 
or ſome diverſion to take, ſome ac- 
quaintance that he muſt viſit, or 
ſome company that he muſt enter- 
tain, or ſome croſs accident hath 
put him out of humour, and unfit- 
ted him for ſuch a grave employ» 


ment. And thus it cometh to paſs, 


that a man can never find leiſure 
to look into himſelf, becauſe he doth. 


not ſet apart ſome portion of the day 


for that very purpoſe, but fooliſhly: 
deferreth it from one day to ano- 
ther, until his glaſs is almoſt run 
out, and he is called upon to give 
a miſerable account of himſelf in the 
other world. But, 
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3dly, "ANOTHER reaſon why a 
man doth not more frequently con- 
verſe with himfelf, is, becauſe ſuck 
a converſation with his own heart 
may (diſcover ſome vice or infirmi- 
ty lurking within him, which he is 
very unwilling to believe himſelf 
guilty of. For, can there be a 
more ungrateful thing to a man, 
than to find that upon a nearer view, 
he is not that perſon he took him- 
ſelf to be? That he hath neither the 
courage, nor the honeſty, nor the 
piety, nor the humility, that he 
dreamt he had? That a very little 
pain, for inſtance, putteth him out 
of patience, and as little pleaſure, 
ſofteneth and diſarmeth him into 
eaſe and wantonneſs? That he hath 
been at more pains, and labour, and 
coſt, to be revenged- of an enemy, 


than to oblige the beſt friend he hath 
in. 
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in the world? That he cannot bring 
himſelf to ſay his prayers without a 
great deal of reluctancy; and when 
he doth ſav them, the ſpirit and fer- 
vour of devotion evaporate in a ve- 
ry ſhort time, and he can ſcarcely 
hold out a prayer of ten lines, with- 
out a number of idle and imperti- 
nent, if not vain and wicked thoughts 
coming into his head? Theſe are 

very unwelcome diſcoveries that a 
man may make of himſelf; ſo that 
it is no wonder that every one, who 
78 already fluſhed with a good opi- 
nion of himſelf, ſhould rather ſtudy 
how to run away from it; than 
how to converſe with his own 
heart. | 

Bur further. If a man were 
both able and willing to retire into 
his own heart, and to ſet apart ſome 
portion 
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portion of the day for that very pur- 
poſe; yet he is ſtill diſabled from 


paſſing a fair and impartial judgment 


upon himſelf, by ſeveral difficulties, 
ariſing partly from prejudice and 
prepoſſeſſion, partly from the lower 
appetites and inclinations. And, 


Firſt, THAT the buſineſs of pre- 


poſſeſſion may lead and betray a man 


into 2 falſe judgment of his own 


heart. For we may obſerve, that 
the firſt opinion we take up of any 
thing, or any perſon, doth gene- 


rally ſtick cloſe to us; the nature of 


the mind being ſuch, that it cannot 
but deſire, and conſequently endea- 
vour to have ſome certain principles 
to go upon, ſomething fixed and 
unmoveable, whereon it may reſt 
and ſupport itſelf, ' And hence it 
cometh to paſs, that ſome perſons 
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FCC 
are with ſo much difficulty brought 
to think well of a man they have once 
entertained an ill opinion of; and 
perhaps, that too, for a very abſurd 
and unwarrantable reaſon. But how 
much more difficult then, muſt it be 
for a man, who taketh up a fond 
opinion of his own heart, long be- 
fore he hath either years or ſenſe e- 
nough to underſtand it, either to 
be perſuaded out of it by himſelf, 

' whom he loveth ſo well; or by ano- 
ther, ' whoſe intereſt or diverſion it 
may be to make him aſhamed of him- 
ſelf | Then, R 


Secondly, As to the difficulties a- 
riſing from the inferior appetites and 
inclinations, let any man look into 

his own heart, and obſerve in how 


different a light, and under what 1 
different complexions any two ſins mY 


of 
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of equal turpitude and malignity do 
appear to him, if he hath but a 
itrong' inclination to the one, and 
none at all to the other. That 
which he hath an inchnation to, 1s 
always dreſſed up in all the falſe beau- 
ty that a fond and buſy imagina- 
tion can give it; the other appear- 
eth naked and deformed, and in all 
the true circumſtances of folly and 
diſhonour. Thus, ſtealing is a vice 
that few gentlemen are inclined to; 
and they juſtly think it below the 
dignity of a man, to ſtoop to ſo 
baſe and low a ſin; but no prin- 
ciple of honour, no workings of the 
mind and conſcience, not the {till 
voice of mercy, not the dreadful 
call of judgment, nor any conſide- 
rations whatever, can put a ſtop to 
that violence and oppreſſion, that | 
pride and ambition, that revelling 
| | | and | 
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and wantonneſs, which we every 
day meet with in the world. Nay, 
it is eaſy to obſerve very different 
thoughts in a man, of the ſin that 
he is moſt fond of, according to the 
different ebbs and flows of his incli- 
nation to it. For, as ſoon as the 
appetite is alarmed, and ſeizeth up- 
on the heart, a little cloud gather- 
eth about the head, and ſpreadeth a 
kind of darkneſs over the face of 
the ſoul, whereby it is hindered 
from taking a clear and diſtinct view 
of things; but no ſooner is the ape- 
tite tired and ſatiated, but the ſame 
cloud paſleth away like a ſhadow, 
and a zew light ſpringing up in 
the mind of a ſudden, the man 
ſeeth much more, both of the folly, 
and of the danger of the lin, than 
he did before. 
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AND thus having done with the Jr 
ſeveral reaſons why man, the only * 
creature in the world that can reflect 4 
and look into himfelf, is ſo very ig. 8 
norant of what paſſeth within him, 0¹ 
and ſo much unacquainted with the la 
ſtanding diſpoſitions and complexions fa 
of his ownheart: Iproceed now, in the w 

| | ſu 

Third and laſt place, to lay down de 
ſeveral advantages, that do moſt a/- ne 

ſuredly attend a due improvement in q 
che een of ourſelves. And, in 
4, 

Firſt, Din, great advantage is, m 
that it tendeth very much to mor- m 
tify and humble a man into a mo- an 

deſt and low opinion of himſelf. th 
For, let a man take a nice and cu- pr 
rious inſpection into all the ſeveral th 
regions of the heart, and obſerve e- ar 
very thing irregular and amiſs with- In 


in 
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in him; for inſtance, how narrow 
and ſhort - ſighted a thing is the un- 
derſtanding! upon how little reaſon 
do we take up an opinion, and up- 
on how much leſs ſometimes do we 
lay it down again! how weak and 
falſe ground do we often walk upon 
with the biggeſt confidence and aſ- 
ſurance, and how tremulous and 
doubtful we are very often, where 
no doubt is to be made! Again; how 
wild and impertinent, how buſy and 
incoherent a thing is the imagina- 
tion, even in the beſt and wileſt 
men! inſomuch, that every man 
may be ſaid to be mad, but every 
man doth not ſnew it. Then as to 
the paſſions; how noiſy, how tur- 
bulent, and how tumultuous are 
they! how eaſily are they ſtirred 
and ſet a going, how eager and hot 
in the purſuit, and vrhat ſtrange diſ- 

. F order 


122 . 


order and confuſion do they throw 
a man into! ſo that he can neither 
think, nor ſpeak, nor act, as he 
ſhould do, while he is under the 
dominion of any one of them. 
THrvs, let every man look with 
a ſevere and impartial eye into all 
the diſtin regions of the heart, and, 
no doubt, ſeveral deformities and 
irregularities, that he never thought 
of, will open and diſcloſe themſelves 
upon ſo near a view; and rather 


make the man aſhamed of > 
than proud. 


Sad A due improvement in 
the knowledge of ourſelves, doth 
certainly ſecure us from the ſly and 
inſinuating aſſaults of flattery. There 
is not in the world a baſer, and more 
hateful thing than flattery; it pro- 

ceedeth 
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ceedeth from ſo much falſeneſs and 
inſincerity in the man that giveth it, 
and often diſcovereth ſo much weak- 
neſs and folly in the man that tak- 
eth it, that it is hard to tell which 
of the two is moſt to be blamed. 
Every man of common ſenſe can 
demonſtrate in ſpeculation, and may 
be fully convinced, that all the prai- 
ſes and commendations of the whole 
world can add no more to the real 
and intrinſic value of a man, than 
they can add to his ſtature. And 
yet, for all this, men of the beſt 
ſenſe and piety, when they come 
down to the practice, cannot for- 
bear thinking much better of them- 
ſelves, when they have the. good 
fortune to be ſpoken well of by o- 
ther perſons. 1 


Bor the meaning of this abſurd 
2 proceedin g 
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proceeding ſeemeth to be no other 


than this; there are few men that 
have ſo intimate an acquaintance 
with their own heart, as to know 
their own real worth, and how to 


ſet a juſt rate upon themſelves, and 


therefore they do not know but 
that he who praiſes them moſt, may 
be moſt in the right of it. For, no 
doubt, if a man were ignorant of 
the true value of a thing he loved 
as well as himſelf, he would mea- 
ſure the worth of it according to 
the eſteem of him who biddeth moſt 
for it, rather than of him that bid- 


EFHzzEForE, the moſt infallible 
way to diſintangle a man from the 
| ſnares of flattery, is to confult and 
ſtudy his own heart; for whoever 
| YC does 
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does that well, will hardly be fo ab- 


-fard, as to take another man's 


word before his own ſenſe and ex- 
perience. 


Dyhiraly, ANOTHER advantage from 
this kind of ſtudy, is this, that it 
teacheth a man, how to behave him- 
felf patiently, when he has the ill- 
fortune to be cenſured and abuſed 
by other people. For a man, who 
is thoroughly acquainted with his 
own heart, doth already know much 
more evil of himſelf, than any-body. 
eſe can tell him; and when any 
one ſpeaketh ill of him, he rather 
thanketh God, that he can ſay no 
worſe. For, could his enemy but 
look into the dark and hidden re- 
cefles of the heart, he conſtdereth 
what a number.of impure thoughts 


he might there ſee brooding and ho- 
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vering like a dark cloud upon the 


face of the ſoul; that there he might 


take a proſpect of the fancy, and 
view it acting over the ſeveral ſcenes. 
of pride, of ambition, of envy, of 
luſt, and revenge; that there he 
might tell how often a vicious in- 
clination hath been reſtrained, for 
no other reaſon, but juſt to ſave the 
man's credit or intereſt in the world; 
and how many unbecoming ingre- 
dients have entered into the com- 
poſition of his beſt actions. And 
now, what man in the whole world 
would be able to bear ſo ſevere a 
teſt, to have every thought and in- 
ward motion of the heart laid open 
and expoſed to the views of his enc- 
mies? Bat, | | 


Fourthly, and laſtly; AnoTHER 
W of this kind is, that it 
maketh 
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maketh men leſs ſevere upon other 


people's faults, and leſs buſy and in- 


duſtrious in ſpreading them. For 
a man, employed at home, inſpect- 
ing into his own failings, hath not 
leiſure enough to take notice of eve- 
ry little ſpot and blemiſh that lieth 
ſcattered upon others: or, if he 
cannot eſcape the ſight of them, he 
always paſles the moſt eaſy and fa- 
vourable conſtruction. upon them. 
Thus, for inſtance ;. does the ill he 
knoweth of a man proceed from an 
unhappy temper and conſtitution of 
body? He then conſidereth with 
himſelf, how hard a thing it is, not 
to be borne down with the current 
of the blood and ſpirits, and accor- 
dingly layeth ſome part of the blame 
upon the weakneſs of human na- 
ture, for he hath felt the force and 
rapidity of it within his own. 
| F 4 breaſt; 
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breaſt; although perhaps, in ano- 
ther inſtance, he remembereth how 
it rageth and ſwelleth by oppoſi- 


tion; and although it may be re- 


ſtrained, or diverted, for a while, 


yet it can __ ever be totally 
ſubdued. 


Oz, has the man ſinned out of 
cuſtom? he then, from his own 
experience, traceth an habit into 
the very firſt riſe and imperfect be- 
ginnings of it; and can tell by 
how flow and inſenfible advances 


it ereepeth upon the heart; how 


it worketh itſelf by degrees into 
the very frame and texture of it, 


and fo paſſeth into a ſecond na- 


ture; and conſequently he hath a 
juſt ſenſe of the great difficulty for 
him to learn to do good, who hath 
been 1 accultemed to do.evil. 


ve hs On, 


"ll 


8 E R M O N IV. 129 


On, laſtly, Hath a falſe opinion 
betrayed him into a ſin? He then 
calleth to mind what wrong appre- 
henſions he hath had of ſome things 
himſelf ; how many opinions, that 
he once made no doubt of, he. hath; 
upon a{ſtricter examination, found 
to be doubttul and uncertain; how- 
many more to- be unreaſonable and 
abſurd. He knoweth further, that 
there are a great many more opi- 
nions that he hath never yet exa- 
mined into at all, and which, how- 
ever, he-{till beheveth, for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe he hath believ- 
ed them ſo long already without a 
reaſon, Thus, upon every occa- 
ſion, a man, intimately acquainted 
with himſelf, conſulteth his own 
heart, and maketh every man's caſe 
to be his own (and ſo puts the moſt 


favourable. interpretation upon it.) 
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Let every man therefore look into 
his own heart, before he beginneth 
to abuſe the reputation of another, 


and then he will hardly be ſo abſurd, 
as to throw a dart that will ſo certain- 


ly rebound and wound himſelf. 
And thus, through the whole courſe 
of his converſation, let him keep 
an eye uporr that one great and com- 
prehenſive rule of Chriſtian duty, 
on which hangeth not only the law 
and the prophets, but the very life 
and ſpirit of the goſpel too; What- 
ſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto 
you, do ye even ſo unto them, Which 


rule, that we mah all duly obſerve, 
by throwing aſide all ſcandal and 


detraction, all ſpite and rancour, al] 
rudeneſs and contempt, all rage and 
violence, and whatever: tendeth to 
make converſation and commerce 


the 


* 
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the God of peace grant for Jeſus 
Chriſt his _ etc. 


ConsiDEXt what hath been ſaid, 
and the Lord give you a right un- 
derſtanding in all things. To 
whom, with the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, now 
and for ever. 
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SERM n V. 
Exopus xx. 16. 


Th hou” ſhalt. not bear falſe witneſs a- 
gainſt thy neighbour, 


N thoſe great changes that are 
made in a country, by the pre- 
vailing of one party. over another, 
it is very convenient that the prince, 
and thoſe who are in authority un- 
der him, ſhould uſe all juſt and pro- 
per methods for preventing any miſ- 
chief to the public from ſeditious 
men. And Governors do well, 
when they encourage any good ſub- 
ject to diſcover (as his duty obli- 
gh _ whatever plots or conſpi- 
racies 
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racies may be any way dangerous 
to the ſtate: Neither are they to be 
blamed, even when they receive in- 


formations from bad men, in order 
to find out the truth, when it con- 
cerns the public welfare. Every 


one indeed is naturally inclined to 
have an ill opinion of an informer ;: 


although it is not impoſſible, but 
an honeſt man may be called by that 
name. For whoever knoweth any 
thing, the telling of which would 
prevent ſome great evil to his prince, 
his country, or his neighbour, is 
bound in conſcience to reveal it. 
But the miſchief is, that when par- 
ties are violently. enflamed, which 
ſeemeth unfortunately to be our 
caſe at preſent, there is never want; 
ing a ſet of evil inſtruments, who 
either out of mad zeal, private ha- 
tred, or filthy lucre, are always rea- 
E981 dy 
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dy to offer their ſervice to the pre- 
vailing fide, and become accuſers of 
their brethren without any regard 
to truth or charity, Holy David 


numbers this among the chief of his 


ſufferings; Falſe witneſſes are riſen up 
againſt me, and ſuch as breathe out 
cruelty x. Our Saviour and his a- 
poſtles did likewiſe undergo the fame 


diſtreſs, as we read both in na gol- 


pels and the acts. 


Now becauſe the ſin of falſe wit- 
nefling is ſo horrible and dangerous. 


in itſelf, and ſo odious to God and 
man: And becauſe the bitterneſs of 


too many among us--is riſen to ſuch 


a height, that it is not eaſy to know. 
where it will ſtop, or how far ſome 


weak and wicked minds may be car- 


ried Ry a miſtaken zeal, a malicious 


'tempers 
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temper, or hope of reward, to brealx 
this great commandment delivered 
in the text: Therefore, in order to 
1 prevent this evil, and the conſequen- 
= ces of it, at leaſt among you who are 


—_—_ my hearers, I ſhall, 


© | I. FinsT, Shew you ſeveral ways 

by which a man may be called 

a falſe witneſs againſt his neigh- 
bour. 


| II. SeconprLy, I ſhall. give: you. 
; fl ſome rules for your conduct 
| and behaviour, in order to de- 

5 fend yourſelves againſt the ma- 

| lice and cunning of falſe accu- 


4 1 2 on oa 
a m_ gn Bl TY 


Mi 


ſers. 


III. Axp laſtly, I ſhall: conclude 
with ſhewing you very briet- 
ly, how far it is your duty, 


LY * = 
\ 4 = O's = \ 0 
> r 
* * n 7 ln 
1 1 _ = 5 U + i = 
1 i ” — 
—_ e 9 5 a — —— 
— n * at 
— — 2 2 
— . — —U— — . IS 


ie. oh. 0 aged "ine Da 
4B. Af BEGS ae Ee ys ——_ — ꝗ„q„— 2 K 


> ec; E 
g — 

—— - Att CI TA EINE Gl * 1 
„ - SAN be - Seat 
Wo P - * on. Ai hehe hn H . 

N — * 
1 — 6 5 — i A 
TOR Bu ——»„— —— nah N.. > 
$$ gm — — 
7 — — 


8 1 
. 
5 ID = 


_—_— 5 * 3 21 
Hf — NOOR” 4% 
4 | CO SS Fn * . J 
N Dee e 9 y ee ERAS A A 


S- ER MYHO NC EE a0n 
as good ſubjects and good neigh- 
bours, to bear faithful witneſs, 
when you are lawfully called 
to it by thoſe in authority, or 
by the ſincere advice of your 
own conſciences. 


I. As to the firſt, there are ſeve- 
ral ways by which a man may be 
juſtly called a falſe witneſs 0 
his neighbour. 


Firſt, AccorpinG to the direct 
meaning of the word, when a man 
accuſeth his neighbour without the 
leaſt ground of truth. So we read, 
that Jezabel hired two ſons , Belial 
to accuſe Naboth for blaſpheming God 
and the King, for which, although hs 
was entirely innocent, he was ſtoned to 
death &. And in our age it is not 
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eaſy to tell how many men have loſt 
their lives, been ruined in their for- 
tunes, and put to ignominious pu- 


niſhment by the downright perjury 


of falſe witneſſes ! The law itſelf in- 
ſuch caſes being not able to protect 
the innocent. But this is ſo hor- 
rible a crime, that it doth not need 
to be aggravated by words. 


A s8EconD way by which a man 
becometh a falſe witneſs is, when he 
mixeth falſchood and truth toge- 


ther, or concealeth ſome circum- 


ſtances, which, if they were told, 
would deſtroy the falſehoods he ut- 
tereth. So the two falſe witnefles 
who accuſed our Saviour before the 
chief prieſts, by a very little per- 


verting his words, would have made 
him guilty of a capital crime; for 


ſo it was among the Jews to prophe- 


he 
ge 
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ſy any evil againſt the temple. - This 
fellow ſaid, I am able to deſtroy the 


temple of God, and to build it in three 


days &; whereas the words, as our 
Saviour ſpoke them, were to ano- 
ther end, and differently expreſſed: 


For when the Jews aſked him to 


ſhew them a ſign, he ſaid ; Deſtroy 
this temple, and in three days I will 
rarſe it up. In ſuch caſes as theſe, 
an innocent man is half confounded, 
and looketh as if he were guilty, 
ſince he neither can deny his words, 
nor perhaps readily {trip them from 
the malicious additions of a falle 
witneſs. 


Thirdly, A Man is a falſe witneſs, 
when, in accuſing his neighbour, 


he endeavoureth to aggravate by his 


geſtures, and tone of his voice, or 
when 


* Mat, xxvi. 6. 
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V. 
when he chargeth a man with words = 
which were only repeated or quoted fal 
from ſomebody elſe. As if any one offt 
thould tell me that he heard another bre 
ſpeak certain dangerous and ſedi- cal 
tious ſpeeches, and I ſhould imme- thi 
diately accuſe him for ſpeaking them tu 
himſelf; and ſo drop the only cir- pr: 
cumſtance that made him innocent. ed 
1 This was the caſe of St. Stephen. ter 
1 | I be falſe witneſſes ſaid, This man fon 
| . ; ceaſeth not to ſpeat blaſphemous words ha 


1 againſt this holy place and the lat *. =_ 
| Whereas St. Stephen ſaid no ſuch us 
18 words; but only repeated ſome pro- WI 
N | 1! pheſies of Feremah or Malachi, cc 
| 14 which threatened Jeruſalem with de- en 
FE ſtruction if it did not repent: How- 1 he 
| 1 ever, by the fury of the people this Cl 


innocent holy perſon was ſtoned to - 
death for words he never ſpoke. | ſti 
Fourthly, | 
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_. Fourthly, ThE blackeſt kind of 
falſe witneſſes are thoſe who do the 
office of the devil, by tempting their 
brethren in order to betray them. I 
cannot call to mind any inſtances of 
this kind mentioned in holy ſcrip- 
ture. But I am afraid, this vile 
practice hath been too much. follow- 
ed in the world. When a man's 
temper hath been ſo ſoured by mis- 
fortunes and hard uſage, that per- 
haps he hath reaſon enough to com- 
plain; then one of theſe ſeducers, 
under the pretence of friendſhip, 
will ſeem to lament his caſe, urge 
the hardſhips he hath ſuffered, and 
endeavour to raiſe his paſſions until 
he hath ſaid ſomething that a mali- 
cious informer can pervert or ag- 
gravate againſt him in a court of ju- 
ſtice. 


58 Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, WHoEveR beareth wit- 
neſs againſt his neighbour, out of a 
principle of malice and revenge, 


from any old grudge, or hatred to 


his perſon; ſuch a man is a falſe wit- 
neſs in the ſight of God, although 
what he ſays be true; becauſe the 
motive or cauſe is evil, not to ſerve 
his prince or country, but to gra- 
tify his own reſentments. And 
therefore, although a man thus ac- 
cuſed may be very juſtly puniſhed 
by the law, yet this doth by no 
means acquit the accuſer, who, in- 
Read of regarding the public ſervice, 
intended only to glut his private 
rage and ſpight. 


Sixthly, I number among falſe 


_ witneſſes all thoſe who make a trade 


of being informers in hope of favour 
and reward; and to this end employ 
their 


nk 
ia 
1 "YM 
4 1 
[7 Ihe 14 
WW 
5 ls & 1 
o 1 
ww. 


* d; _ 
« "Th I 
Vp 


ERR MON WE ma7 


their time, either by liſtening in pub- 
lic places, to catch up an accidental 
word; or in corrupting men's ſer- 
vants to diſcover any unwary ex- 
- preſſion of their maſter; or thruſting 
themſelves into company, and then 


uſing the moſt indecent ſcurrilous 


language; faſtening a thouſand falſe- 
hoods and ſcandal upon a whole par- 


ty, on purpoſe to provoke ſuch an 


anſwer as they may turn tœ an ac- 
cuſation. And truly this ungodly 
race is ſaid to be grown ſo numerous, 
that men of different parties can hard- 
ly converſe together with any ſecu- 
rity. Even the pulpit hath not been 
free from the miſrepreſentations of 


theſe informers; of whom the cler- 


gy have not wanted occaſions to 
complain with holy David : They 
daily miſtake my words, all they ima- 
gine is to do me evil. Nor is it any 


Vor. I. 8 wonder 
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wonder at all, that this trade of in- 

forming ſhould be now in a flouriſh- 

ing condition, ſince our caſe is ma- = 
nifeſtly thus; we are divided into 

two parties, with very little charity 

or temper towards each other: The 

prevailing ſide may talk of paſt things 

as they pleaſe, with ſecurity; and 

generally do it in the moſt provo- 

king words they can invent; while 

thoſe who are down are ſometimes 

j tempted to ſpeak in favour of a Joſt _ 

_ cauſe, and therefore, without great * 
caution, muſt needs be often caught 
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| tripping, and thereby furniſn plenty 
1 of materials for witneſſes and in- | 
4 formers. 
bi Laſtly, Taos may well be reck- 
14 oned among falſe witneſſes againſt 


their neighbour, who bring him in- 
to trouble and puniſhment by ſuch 
aceuſations 
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accuſations as are of no conſequence 
at all to the public, nor can be of 
any other uſe but to create vexation. 
Such witneſſes are thoſe, who can- 
not hear an idle intemperate ex- 
preſſion, but they muſt immediately 
run to the magiſtrate to inform; or 
perhaps wrangling in their cups o- 
ver night, when they were not able 
to ſpeak or apprehend three words 
of common ſenſe, will pretend to 
remember every thing in the morn- 
ing, and think themſelves very pro- 
perly qualified to be accuſers of their 
brethren. God be thanked, the 
throne of our + king is too firmly 
ſettled to be ſhaken by the folly and 
raſhneſs of every ſottiſh companion. 


And I do not in the leaſt doubt, 


that when thoſe in power begin to 
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obſerve the falſchood, the prevari- 
cation, the aggravating manner, the 


treachery and ſeducing, the malice 
and revenge, the love of lucre; and 
laſtly, the trifling accuſations in too 
many wicked people, they will be 
as ready to diſcourage every ſort of 
thoſe whom I have numbered among 
falſe witneſles, as they will be to 
countenance honeſt men, who, out 


of a true zeal to their prince and 


country, do, in the innocence of 
their hearts, freely diſcover whate- 
ver they may apprehend to be dan- 
gerous to either. A good chriſtian 
will think it ſufficient to reprove his 
brother for a raſh unguarded word, 
where there is neither danger 1. or 
evil example to be apprehended; or, 
if he will not amend by reproof, a- 
void his converſation. 
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II. Axp thus much may ſerve to 
ſhew the ſeveral ways whereby a 
man may be faid to be a falſe wit- 
- neſs againſt his neighbour. I might 
have added one kind more, and it 
is of thoſe who-inform againſt their 
neighbour out of fear of puniſhment 
to themſelves, which, although it 
be more excuſable, and hath leſs of 
| malice than any of the reſt, cannot 
however be juſtified. I go on there- 
fore upon the ſecond head, to give 
you ſome rules for your conduct and 
behaviour, in order to defend your- 
ſelves againſt the malice and cun- 
ning of falſe accuſers. 


Ix is readily agreed, that inno- 


cence is the beſt protection in the 


world; yet that it is not always ſuf- 
ficient without ſome degree of pru- 


dence, our Saviour himſelf intima- 
teth 
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teth to us, by inſtructing his diſ- g 
ciples to be wiſe as ſerpents, as well as V 
innocent as doves, But, if ever in- | y 
'F nocence be too weak a defence, it is h 
_ chiefly ſo in jealous and ſuſpicious ſe 
i times, when factions are arrived to i: 
? an high pitch of animoſity, and the v 
minds of men, inſtead of being warm- t 
ed by a true zeal for religion, are 1 { 
_ inflamed only by party fury. Nei- 1 


ther is virtue itſelf a ſufficient ſecu⸗ 
rity in ſuch times, becauſe it is not 
allowed to be virtue, otherwiſe than 
as it hath a mixture of party. 


However, although virtue and 
innocence are no infallible defence 
againſt perjury, malice, and ſubor- J 
nation, yet they are great ſupports E 
for enabling us to bear thoſe evils TS 
with temper and reſignation ; and 1 
it is an unſpeakable comfort to a t 
good 
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good man under the malignity of e- 
vil mercenary tongues, that a few 
years will carry. his appeal to an 
higher tribunal, where falſe witneſ - 
ſes, inſtead of daring to bring accu- 
ſations before an all-ſeeing Judge, 
will call for mountains to cover 
them. As for earthly judges, they 
ſeldom have it in their power; and, 
God knows, whether they have it 
in their will, to mingle mercy with 
| Juſtice ; they are ſo far from know- 

ing the hearts of the accuſer or the 

_ accuſed, that they cannot know their 
own; and their underſtanding is 

frequently biaſſed, although their 
intentions be juſt. They are often 

prejudiced to cauſes, parties, and 
perſons, through the infirmity of 
human nature, without being ſen- 
fible themſelves that they are ſo: And 
5 although God may pardon 
1 0 4 their 
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their errors here, he certainly will 


not ratify their ſentences hereafter. 


HowEvkER, ſince as we have be- 
fore obſerved, our Saviour preſcri- 
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beth to us to be not only harmleſs as 

doves, but wile as ſerpents; give me 8 
leave to preſcribe to you ſome rules, 3 
which the moſt ignorant perſon may 
follow for the conduct of his life "hi 
with ſafety in perilous times againſt „ 
falſe accuſers. „ y 
1/2, LEr me adviſe you to have ye 
nothing at all to do with that which S | 4] 
{i is commonly called politics, or. the b; 
ll government of the world ; in the a] 
nature of which it is certain you are | 4 
N utterly ignorant, and when your o- * 
| pinion is wrong, although it pro- & 
=_ ceeds from ignorance, it ſhall be an of 

1 accuſation againſt you. Beſides, o- 

Us! | | 5 pinions 
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pinions in government are right or 
wrong juſt according to the humour 
and diſpoſition of the times; and, 
unleſs you have judgment to diſtin- 
guiſh, you may be puniſhed at one 
time for what you would be reward- 
ed in another. 


2dly, Bx ready at all times in your 
words and actions to ſhew your loy- 
alty to the king that reigns over 
you. This is the plain manifeſt 
doctrine of holy ſcripture. Submit 
yourſelves to every ordinance of man fer 
the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the 
king as ſupreme, &c &. And another 
apoſtle telleth us, The-powers that be 
are ordained of God. Kings are the 
ordinances of man, by the permiſ- 
ſion of God, and they are ordained 
of God by his inſtrument, man. The 
G 5 powers 


ee ile 17. 
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powers that be, the preſent powers, 
which are ordained by God, 
and yet in ſome ſenſe are the 
ordinances of man, are what you 
muſt obey, without preſuming to. 
examine into rights and titles; nei- 
ther can it be reaſonably expected, 
that the powers in being, or in poſ- 
ſeſſion, ſhould ſuffer their title to be 
publicly diſputed by ſubjects with- 
out ſevere puniſhment. * And to ſay 
the truth, there is no duty in reli- 
gion more eaſy to the generality of 
mankind, than obedience to go- 
vernment : I ſay, to the generality 
of mankind ; becauſe while their 
law, and property, and religion are 
preſerved; it is of no great conſe 
quence to them by whom they are 
governed, and therefore they are 


under no temptation to deſire a 


change. 


3dly; 
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2dly, Id order to prevent any dan- 
ger from the malice of falſe witneſ- 
ſes, be ſure to avoid intemperance. 
If it be often ſo hard for men to go- 
vern their tongues when they are 
in their right ſenſes, how can they 
hope to do it when they are heated 


with drink? In thoſe caſes moſt men 


regard not what they ſay, and too 
many not what they ſwear; neither 
will a man's memory diſordered 
with drunkenneſs ſerve to defend 
himfelf, or ſatisfy him. whether he 
were guilty or no. | 


athly, Avoid, as much as poſſible, 


the converſation of thoſe people, 
who are given to talk of public per- 
ſons and affairs, eſpecially of thoſe 
whoſe opinions in ſach matters are 


different from yours. I never once 


knew any diſputes of this kind ma- 
G 6 naged 
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naged with tolerable temper; but 
on both ſides they only agree as 
much as poſſible to provoke the 


paſſions of each other, indeed with 


this diſadvantage, that he who ar- 
gueth on the ſide of power may 


ſpeak ſecurely the utmoſt his malice 


can invent; while the other lieth 
every moment at the mercy of an 
informer; and the law in theſe ca- 
ſes will give no allowance at all for. 
paſſion, inadvertency, « or the higheſt 
Provocation. 


I cout now in the laſt place to 


ſhew you how far it is your duty as 
good ſubjects and good neighbours 
to bear faithful witneſs, when you 
are lawfully called to it by thoſe in 
authority, or by the fincere advice 
of your own conſciences. 


IN 


S E R M ON V. 157 


Ix what I have hitherto ſaid, you 
eaſily find, that I do not talk of 
bearing: witneſs in general, which is 
and may. be lawful upon a thouſand 
accounts in relation to property and 
other matters, and wherein there 


are many. ſcandalous corruptions, 


almoſt peculiar. to this. country, 
which would require to be handled 
by themſelves. But I have confined 
my diſcourſe only to that branch of 
bearing falſe witneſs, whereby the 
public 1s injured i in the ſafety or ho- 
nour of the prince, or thoſe in au- 
thority under him. 


Ix order therefore to be à faith- 
ful witneſs, it is firſt neceſſary that 
a man doth not undertake it from 
the leaſt proſpect of any private ad- 
vantage to himſelf. The ſmalleſt 
mixture of that leaven will ſour the 
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whole lump. Intereſt will infallibly 
bias his judgment, although he be 


ever ſo firmly reſolved to ſay nothing 
but truth. He cannot ſerve God 


and Mammon; but as intereſt is his 
chief end, he will uſe the moſt ef- 
fectual means to advance it. He 
will aggravate circumſtances to make 
his teſtimony valuable; he will be 
ſorry if the perſon he accuſeth ſhould 
be able to clear himſelf; in ſhort, 
he is labouring a point which he 
thinks neceflary to his own good; 
and it would be a diſappointment to 
him; that his neighbour ſhould prove. 


innocent. 


5th, EvERY good ſubject is o- 


bliged to bear witneſs againſt his 
neighbour, for any action or words, 
the telling of which would be of ad- 
vantage to the public, and the con- 
cealment 


S'E R MON V. 159 


cealment dangerous, or of ill exam- 
ple. Of this nature are all plots. 
and conſpiracies againſt the peace of 
a nation, all diſgraceful words againſt 
a prince, ſuch as clearly diſcover a 
diſloyal and rebellious. heart: But 
where our prince and country can 
receive no damage or diſgrace ; where 
no ſcandal or ill example is given; 
and our neighbour, it may be, pro- 
voked by us, happeneth privately to 
drop 2 raſh or indiſcreet word, which 
in ſtrictneſs of law might bring him 
under trouble, perhaps to his utter 
undoing; there we are obliged, we 
ought, to proceed no further than 
wanne and reproof. | 167 


In deſeribing to you the ſeveral 
kinds of falſe witneſſes, I have made 
it leſs neceſſary to dwell much long- 
er upon this head; becaule a faith« 

. 
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ful witneſs, like every thing elſe, is 
known by his contrary: Therefore 
it would be only repetition of what 
J have already ſaid to tell you, that 
the ſtricteſt truth is required in a 
witneſs; that he ſhould be wholly 
free from the malice againſt the per- 
ſon he accuſes; that he ſhould not 
aggravate the ſmalleſt circumſtance 
againſt the criminal, nor conceal the 
ſmalleſt in his favour; and to crown 
all, though I have hinted it before, 
that the only cauſe or motive of his 
undertaking an office, ſo ſubject to 
cenſure, and ſo difficult to perform, 
mould be the ſafety and ſervice of 
his prince and country. 


Up theſe conditions and li- 
mitations (but not otherwiſe) there 
is no manner of doubt, but a good 
man may lawfully and juſtly become 
2 | A 2. 
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A witneſs in behalf of the public, 
and may perform that office (in its 
own nature not very defirable) with 
honour and integrity. For the com- 
mand in the text 1s poſitive as well 
as negative; that is to ſay, as we are 
directed not to bear falſe witneſs a- 
gainſt our neighbour, ſo we are to 
bear true. Next to the word of 
God, and the advice of teachers, e- 
very man's conſcience ſtrictly exa- 
mined will be his beſt director in <A 
this weighty point ; 5 . to W 1 1 
| thall legte bim. e SR, 
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Tr might pere be thought pi pro- 8 

per to have added ſomething by: way eg 
of advice to thoſe who are unhap- a IS 
pily engaged in this abominable 
trade and fin of bearing falſe wit: 
- ny but I am far from 3 85 
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tribe are now my hearers. I look 
upon them as a ſort of people that 

ſeldom frequent theſe. holy places, 

where they can hardly pick up any 

materials to ſerve their turn, unleſs 
they think it worth their while to 
miſrepreſent or pervert the words of 

the preacher: And whoever is that 

way diſpoſed, I doubt; cannot be in 

a very good condition to edify and 

reform himſelf by what he heareth. 
Sog in his mercy preſerve us from 
q all the guilt of this grievous fin for- 
23S A 5 en in my text, and from the 
1 of thoſe who are S 0 8 of it. 


== NEE 1 SHALL id with one or two- 
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Put not thine hand with the wicked, © _ 
to be an unrighteous witneſs, . = | 


4 
* « 4 


Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to 

do evil, neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in a 
cauſe to decline after many, to wreſt + 

judgment. 5 | 
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Now to God the Father, &c, 


2 N * 1 2 
” * 
1 0 1 20 
A 1 — 25 4 Py 4 # * * w* « 
© . 2 "Ws"; - ® 9 
* 4 4 » * * * * Y * 
7 ju 1 
$ A % * „ &®. ws 1 * q 2 5 
* * ts. -*% 4 # 3 % vw. 
ging 4 * * a 4 * a „ * 9 5 
4 A | 1 — - 2 * 1 * 8 20 W * x 
4 $ ” ; 7 
— * 
* = 
— * o 
* * 1 4 ” 
* 
= oY © LE * 
$9 * * . 1 Fn 7 
EIS 2 * ; 
a. - ”o 
2 * 
3 ; " * 
* * 0 A « AT - 
, = "7 * 4 
E * ” — 
— © 44 
* 
2 & y __ 2 & © 6 5 A 
— * $% we w * „ oy 
mY 5 Pd ” 5 * 4 m-_ ar * 3 _ 
. " * 2 EF ©0 ph 4 % _ 
©» N ” * * K 
4 x 4 1 ” 3 + a OS * l 
8 Aa x » 2 % i = 2 #0 v4 
: 7 4 * o © wo 3% _ 1 * * 89 ö 1 
9 % + % * oR FA P % vi , 
% i - 8 8 $4 „ — * . * : l 
* 5 5 ng ne 14 » © gs . » , 9 : 
4 * © 4 * 5 wh SS » a * £ 71 
WI N - — 5 & » J iy 
« « SG. % wt * FR d » * me 
5 _ 1 * S ol cy A S # = 1 1 \ 
44 8 3 * 5 J 8 at | * - * 1 14 
0 . * Y * 
: 1 * * 3 EE 
* YL I 1 * \ " k * 1 * * 
* K- * N * S = 
1 ® * * 
# = 4 * \ 
, 4 - 5 KS > 4 
a” * TY Ln 1 
1 4 9 4 
+ * ” * 1 1 
P L 
, 4 - l , + 
* 1 
% . 1 * # bk 4 f 
4 ; * he 9 ; 3 : 
4 © ** 1 
- - I; 
. ” [4 bi 
5 4 
4 : - ©, = | 


- 
>. 


> 
= 
* 
* 
o 
* 
0 
bn, Ds 
— — — 
= * 
— —— L. 


— — * = 0 , iy 
* l « _ « * 1 
: * * * - Þ => ; 1 
: ” = * „ 3 
o 50 i ls >. 1 . % 4 pe E > * v 5 # - x Fay 
* 4 * 2 _ ©» 1 2 * * 9 
* : 8; 8. th * * „ 2 s 
. © * 9 © * ” 2 ® . 4 b | 
: * 7s . 75 1 «hl, * — « iS f 
— ” 5 * E 0 : 
A Wd = 2 
. * *. , \ [ 
* W W * | 
*. 
* 
* 
* n % . „ 2 * LEE" = L's > To > l l \ % _ = 
\ = R 2 =, Z „ 1 — = \ Wi $4 N 
TY Yi ES, - Q 2 938 * F e IAG 
2 9977 * r * LE? they =» $A uh 
"T3 + » ry =», * 
Z »* 1 = Lao; 
„ - 
7 
JT FEY 


VP" 


AF. 


TALES | 


% 


. 


* 


© 


„„ 


why © 2 


* 


— 
was * —— 


- 


* 
* 
© 


= 
2 
O 
= 
2 
[a] 
N 


o 


N iT: EK 


* 


> 


* 


NTMENT. 


— 


pOOR MAN'S CONTE 


* 
. 
13 * _= 


— 


* 


on 


85 


* 


1. * 


6 


= 


SRC W 


0 


—— — 


2 


SERMON VL 


Pate. Chap. iv. Part of the 11th 
1 | Verne. 


am, therewith to be content. 


ſerable coMition of man during the 
Whole progreſs of his life; his weak- 
neſs; pride, and vanity, his unmea- 
ſurable deſires, and perpetual diſap- 
pointments, the prevalency of his 
paſſions, and the corruptions of his 
reaſon, his deluding hopes, and his 
real, as well as imaginary fears; his 
natural and artificial wants ; his cares 
and anxieties; the diſeaſes of his body, 
and 
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I have learned, in whatſoever ſlate 1 
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and the diſeaſes of his mind; the ſhort- . 


neſs of his life; his dread = a future 
ſtate, with his careleſsneſs to pre- 


pare for it: And the wiſe men of all 


ages have made the ſame reflections. 


Bur all theſe are general calami- 
ties, from which hone are except- 
ed; and, being without remedy, it 
is vain to bewail them. The great 
queſtion, long debated in the world, 
is, whether the rich or the poor are 


the leaſt miſerable of thet wo? It is 


certain; that no rich man ever deſi- 


| red to be poor, and that molt, if not 


all, poor men deſire to be rich; 
from whence it may be.argued, that, 
in all appearance, the advantage lieth 
on the ſide of wealth, becauſe both 
parties agree in preferring it before 


poverty. But this reaſoning will 


be found to be falfe: For, lay it 


* 


down. 
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down as a certain truth, that God 
Almighty hath placed all men upon 
an equal foot, with reſpect to their 
happineſs in this world, and the ca- 
ꝓacity of attaining their ſalvation in 
the next; or, at leaſt, if there be 
any difference, it is not the advan- 
tage of the rich and the mighty. 


Now, ſince a great part of thoſe, 


who uſually make up our congrega- 
tions, are not of conſiderable ſtation, 
and many among them of the lower 


ſort, and fince the m̃eaner people 


are generally, and juſtly, charged 


with the fin of repining and mur- 


-muring at their own condition, to 
Which, however, their betters are 
Aufficiently ſubject, (although, per- 
haps, or ſhame, not always ſo loud 
in their complaints) I thought it 


might be uſeful to reaſon upon this 


point in as plain a manner as I can. 
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I ſhall therefore ſhew, firſt, that the 
poor enjoy many temporal bleings, 


whack are not common to the rich 
and the great: and, Iikewiſe, that 
the rich and the great are ſubject to 
many temporal evils, which are not 
COMmon to the poor. 


BcT here I would not be miſun- 
deritood 3 perhaps, there is not 2 
word more abuſed than that of the 
Poor, or wherein the world is more 
number of thoſe who beg in our 
firects, or arc halt flarved at home, 
or langarh in prion for debt, chere 
35 Hardly one in 2 h WED Goth 
not owe hs mnxotan 
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eaſes which often difable him from 
getting his bread. Suh wretches 
are deicrvedly unhappy; they can 
only blame themiclves; and when 
we are commanded to have pity on 
the poor, theſe are not underſtood 
to be of the number. 


Ir is true, indeed, that fome- 
times hone, endeavouring men are 
reduced to extreme want, even to 
the begging of aims, by loſſes, by 

r by diieaies, and old age, 

| : faul e ee. But 
| theſe zre very few, in compariſon of 


the other; nor woule ther up- 
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perly and juſtly called the poor, 
whom it ſhould be our ſtudy to find 


out and diſtingutſh, by making. 


them partake of our ſuperfluity and 
abundance. 


Bur neither have theſe any thing 
to do with my preſent ſubject : For, 


by the poor I only intend the honeft, 


induſtrious artificer, the meaner ſort 
of tradeſmen, and the labouring 
man, who getteth his bread by the 
ſweat of his brows, in town 6r coun- 
try, and who make the bulk of man- 
kind among us. 


Firſt, I ſhall therefore ſhew, firſt, 
that the poor (in the ſenſe I under- 


{and the word) do enjoy many tem- 
poral bleſſings, which are not com- 


mon to the rich and great; and like- 
wite, that the rich and great are ſub- 
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ject to many temporal evils, which 
are not common to the poor. 


Secondly, From the arguments of- 
fered to prove the foregoing head, I 
{hall draw ſome obſervations that 
may be uſeful for your practice. 


I. As to the firſt: Health, we 
| Know, is generally allowed to be the 
- beſt of all earthly poſſeſſions, be- 
cauſe it is that, without which we 
can have no ſatisfaction in any of the 
reſt. For riches are of no uſe, if 
ſickneſs taketh from us the ability 
of enjoying them, and power and 
greatneſs are then only a burthen. 
Now, if we would look for health, 
it muſt be in the humble habitation 
of the labouring man, or induſtrious 
artificer, who earn their bread by 
the ſweat of their brows, and uſual- 
H 3 ly. 
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ly live to a good old age with a great 
degree of ſtrength and vigour. 


ThE refreſhment of the body by 


meaner ſort. Their reſt is not di- 
ſturbed by the fear of thieves and 
robbers, nor is it interrupted by 
furfeits of intemperance. Labour 


and plain food ſupply the want of 


quieting draughts; and the wiſe 
man telleth us, that the ſleep of the 
labouring man is ſweet. As to chil- 
dren, which are certainly account- 
ed of as a bleſſing, even to the poor, 
where induſtry is not wanting; they 
are an aſſiſtanee to their honeſt pa- 
rents, inſtead of being a burthen; 
they are healthy and ſtrong, and fit 
for labour; neither is the father in 
fear, leſt his heir ſhould be ruined 


by an unequal AP nor is he ſo- 
neten. 
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licitous about his riſing in the world, 
further than to be able to get his 
bread. 
Tux poorer ſort are not the ob- 
jects of general hatred or envy; they 
have no twinges of ambition, nor 
trouble themſelves with party-quar- 
rels, or ſtate diviſions. The idle 
rabble, who follow their ambitious 
leaders in ſuch caſes, do not fall 
within my deſcription of the poorer 
fort ; for, it is plain, I mean only 
the honeſt induſtrious poor in town 
or country, who-are ſafeſt in times 
of public diſturbance, in perilous ſea- 
fons, and public revolutions, if they 
will be quiet, and do their own buſineſs: 
For artificers and huſbandmen are 
neceſſary in all governments: But in 
ſuch ſeaſons, the rich are the public 
mark, becauſe they are oftentimes 
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of no uſe, but to be plundered; like 


ſome ſort of birds, who are good 
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for nothing, but their feathers ; and 


ſo fall a prey to the ſtrongeſt ſide. 


LET us proceed on the other ſide 
to examine the diſadvantages that 
the rich and the great lie under, with 
reſpect to the Waren of the pre · 
ſent life. 


Fins r then; While health, as we 
have ſaid, is the general portion of 


the lower ſort, the gout, the drop- 


ſy, the ſtone, the cholic, and all o- 
ther diſeaſes are continually haunt- 
ing the palaces of the rich and the 
great, as the natural attendants up- 


fare with half the appetite and re- 


liſh, that even the * do. the 


crumbs 


on lazineſs and luxury. Neither 
does the rich man eat his ſumptuous 
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crumbs which fall from his table : 
But, on the contrary, he is full of 
loathing and diſguſt, or at beſt of 
indifference, in the midſt of plenty. 
Thus their intemperance ſhortens 
their lives, without Pn 1 
appetites. 


BusiNEsSs, fear, guilt, deſign, an- 
guiſh, and vexation are continually 
buzzing about the curtains of the 
rich and the powerful, and will 
hardly ſuffer them to cloſe their eyes, 
unleſs when they are dozed with the 
Fomes:: of pod, liquors. 


in is a great miſtake to imagine, 
that the rich want but few things ; 
their wants are more numerous, 
more craving, and urgent, than thoſe 
of poorer men: For theſe endeavour 
only at the neceſſaries of life, which 
| FT 5 make. 


LLC ER -_ . TRY” vu 125 ** 8 = FR 5 
8 | S ir r 
x 0 SET SARI a 
"Uh "as 
44 


198 8 E R M O N vr 


make them happy, and they think 


no farther: But the deſire of power 

and wealth is endleſs, and therefore 
impoſſible to be ſatisfied. with any 
acquiſitions, | 


Ir riches were ſo great a- bleſſing 
as they are commonly thought, they 
would at leaſt have this advantage, 
to give their owners chearful hearts 
and countenances; they would of. 
ten ſtir them up to expreſs their 
thankfulneſs to God, and diſcover 
their ſatisfaction to the world. But, 
in fact, the contrary to all this is 
true. For where are there more 
cloudy brows, more melancholy 
hearts, or more ingratitude to their 
great Benefactor, than among thoſe 
who abound in wealth? And, in- 
deed, it is natural that it ſhould be 
ſo, becauſe thoſe men, who covet 


things 
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things that are hard to be got, muſt 
be hard to pleaſe; whereas a. ſmall 
thing maketh a poor man happy; 
and great loſſes cannot befal him. 


Ir is likewiſe worth conſidering, 
how few among the rich have pro- 
cured their wealth by juſt meaſores; 
how many owe their fortunes to the 
fins of their parents, how many more 
to their own? If men's titles were 
to be tried before a true court of 
conſcience, where falſe ſwearing, and 
a thouſand vile artifices, - (that are 
well known, and can hardly be a- 
voided in human courts of juſtice) 
would avail nothing; how many 
would be ejected with infamy and 
diſgrace? how many grow conſider- 
able by breach of truſt, by bribery _ 
and corruption? How many have 
fold their rcligion, with the rights 
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and liberties of themſelves and o- 
thers, for power and employ ments? 


AND, it is a- miſtake to think, 
that the moſt hardened ſinner, who 
oweth his poſſeſſions or titles to any 


ſuch wicked arts of thieving, can 


have true peace of mind, under the 
reproaches of a guilty conſcience, 


and amidſt the cries of ruined wi- 


dows and orphans. 


I know not one real advantage 
that the rich have over the poor, ex- 
cept the power of doing good to o- 
thers: But this is an advantage 


which God hath not given wicked 


men the grace to make uſe of. 
The wealth acquired by evil means 
was never employed to good ends; 
for that would be to divide the king- 
dom of Satan . itſelf, What- 
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ever hath been gained by fraud, a- 

varice, oppreſſion, and the like, 

muſt be preſerved and increaſed by 
the ſame methods. 


I ſhall add but one thing more 
upon this head, which I hope will 
convince you, that God (whoſe 
thoughts are not as our thoughts) 
never intended riches or: power to- 
be. neceſſary for the happineſs of 
mankind in this: life; becauſe it is 
certain, that there is not one ſingle 
good quality of the mind abſolutely 
neceſſary to obtain them, where men 
are reſolved to be rich at any rate; 
neither honour, juſtice, temperance, 
wiſdom, religion, truth, or learn- 
ing; for a {light acquaintance of the 

world will inform us, that there have 

been many inſtances of men in all a- 
Bes, who have arrived at great poſ- 
ſeſſions 


n 


provided that he hath a ſufficiency 
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ſeſſions and great dignities, by cun- 


ning, fraud, or flattery, without a- 


ny of theſe, or any other virtues 


that can be named. - Now, if riches 
and greatneſs were ſuch bleſſings, 
that good men without them could 
have their: ſhare of happineſs in this 


life 3 how cometh it to pals, that 


God ſhould ſuffer them to be often 


dealt to the worſt, and-moſt profli- 
gate of mankind ?- that they ſhould 
be generally procured by the moſt a- 
bominable means, and applied to 


the baſeſt and moſt wicked uſes? 
This ought not to be conceived of a 
Juſt, a merciful, a wife, and Almigh- 


ty Being. We muſt therefore con- 


clude, that wealth and power are in 
their on nature, at beſt, but things 
indifferent, and that a good man 
n. ay be equally happy without them, 


of. 
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of the common bleſſings of human 
life to anſwer all the reaſonable and 


virtuous demands of nature, which 


his induſtry will provide, and ſobrie- 


ty will prevent his wanting. Agur's 


prayer, with the reaſons of his with, 
are full to this purpoſe : + Give me 
“ neither poverty nor riches. Feed 
me with food convenient for me:; 
& left I be full and deny thee, and 


„ ſay, Who is the Lord? Or, leſt I. 
* be poor, and ſteal, and take the 


% name of my God in vain.” 


* 


Y Fro . hath been ſaid, 1 ſhall, 
in the ſecond place, offer ſome con- 
ſiderations, that may be uſeful for 
your practice. 


Arp here I ſhall apply myſelf 


chiefly to thoſe of the lower ſort, for 


Whoſe comfort and ſatisfaction this 
diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe is principally intended. 
For, having obſerved the great ſin 
of thoſe, who do not abound in 
wealth, to be that of murmuring and. 
repining, that God hath dealt his 
blefings unequally to the ſons of 
men, I thought it would be of great 
uſe fo remove out of your minds ſo 
falſe and wicked an opinion, by 
ſhewing that your condition is real- 
ly happier than moſt of you imas 
gine. | 


Firſt, THEREFORE, it hath been: 
always agreed in the world, that the 
preſent happineſs of mankind con- 
ſiſted in the eaſe of our body and z 


the quiet of our mind; but, from 


what hath been already ſaid, it plain- 
ly appears, that neither wealth nor 
power do in any fort contribute to 


the. 
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the contrary, by multiplying our 
deſires, they increaſe our diſcontents; 
if they deſtroy our health, gall us 
with painful diſeaſes, and ſhorten 
our life; if they expoſe us to hatred, 
to enyy, to cenſure, to a thouſand 
temptations, it is not eaſy to fee why 
a wiſe man ſhould make them his 
choice, for their own fake, although 
it were in his power. Would any 
of you, who are in health and 
ſtrength of body, with moderate food 
and raiment earned by your own la» 
dour, rather chuſe to be in the rich 
man's bed, under the torture of the 

gout, unable to take your natural 
reſt, or natural nouriſhment, with 
the additional load of a guilty con- 
ſcience, reproaching you for inju- 
| ice, oppreſſions, coveteouſneſs, and 
fraud? No; but you would, take 


the riches and power, and leave be- 
| hind. 
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hind the inconveniencies that attend 


them; and ſo would every man liv- 
5 , ing. But that is more than our 
= ſhare, and God never intended this 

3 world for ſuch a place of reſt as we 


would make it; for the ſtripture aſ- 
fureth us, that it was only deſigned 
as a place of trial. Nothing is more 
frequent, than a man to wiſh him- 
ſelf in another's condition; yet he 
ſeldom doth it without me reſerve: 
He would not be ſo old; he would 
not be ſo ſickly; he would not be ſo 
cruel ; he would not be ſo inſolent; 
he would not be ſo vicious; he 
would not be ſo oppreſflive ;. ſo grip- 
ping; and ſo on. From whence it 
| is plain, that, in their own judg- 
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ment, men are not ſo unequally dealt 
with, as they would at firſt ſight i- 
magine: For, if I would not change 
| wo condition with another man, 
without. 
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without any exception. or reſerva- 


tion at all, I am in reality more hap- 


Secondly, You of the meaner ſort 
are ſubject to fewer temptations than 
the rich; and therefore your vices 
are more unpardonable. Labour 
fubdueth ,your appetites to be ſatis- 
fied with common things; the buſi- 
neſs of your ſeveral callings filleth 
up your whole time; ſo that idle- 
neſs, which is the bane and deſtruc- 
tion of virtue, doth not lead you in- 
to the neighbourhood of ſin : Your 
pathons are cooler, by not. being in- 


famed with exceſs, and therefore 


the gate and the way that lead to 


life are not ſo ſtrait or ſo narrow to 


you, as to thoſe who live among all 


the allurements to wickedneſs. To 


ſerve God with the beſt of your care 


and: 
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and underſtanding, and to be juſt 


and true in your dealings, is the 
ſhort ſum of your duty, and will 
be the more ſtrictly required of you, 
becauſe nothing heth in the ah to 
divert you from it. 


Thirdly, Ir is plain from what I 


have ſaid, that you of the lower rank 


have no juſt reaſon to complain of 
your condition; becauſe, as you 
plainly ſee, it affordeth you fo ma- 


ny advantages, and freeth you from 


ſo many vexations, ſo many diſtem- 
pers both of body and mind, which 


purſue and torment the rich and 


. (IE 


Fourthly, You are to remember 


and apply, that the pooreſt perſon 


is not excuſed from doing good to 


others, and even relieving the wants. 
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of his diſtreſled neighbour, accord- 
ing to his abilities; and if you per- 
form your duty in this point, you 
far outdo the greateſt liberalities of 
the rich, and will accordingly be 
accepted of by God, and get your 
reward: For, it is our Saviour's 
own doctrine, when the widow gave 
her two mites. The rich give out 
of their abundance; that is to ſay, 
what they give, they do not feel it 
in their way of living: But the poor 
man who giveth out of his little 
ſtock, muſt ſpare it from the neceſ- 
ſary food and raiment of himſelf and 
his family. And, therefore our Sa- 
viour adds, that the widow gave 
% more than all who went before 
<6 her; for ſhe gave all ſhe had, even 
* allherliving ;” and ſo went home 
utterly unprovided to ſupply her. 


neceſſities. | 
Laſtly, 
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Loſtly, As it appeareth from whit 
hath been ſaid, that you of the low- 
er rank have, in reality, a greater 
ſhare of happineſs, your work of ſal- 
vation is eaſier, by your being liable 
to fewer temptations; and as your 


reward in heaven is much more cer- 


tain, than it is to the rich, if you 
ſerioufly perform your duty, for 
yours is the kingdom of heaven; ſo 
your neglect of it will be leſs ex- 
cuſeable, will meet with fewer al- 
lowances from God, and will be pu- 
niſhed with double ſtripes. For, the 
moſt unknowing among you cannot 
plead ignorance in what you have 


been ſo early taught, I hope, ſo of- 
ten inſtructed in, and which is ſo ea- 


ſy to be underſtood, I mean the art 


of leading a life agreeable to the 


plain and poſitive laws of God. 
Perhaps you may think yoAhe un- 
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der one diſadvantage, which the 


great and rich have not; that idle- 


neſs will certainly reduce you to beg- 


gary; whereas thoſe who abound in 
wealth lie under no neceſſity either 
of labour or temperance to keep e- 


nough to live on. But this is in- 


deed one part of your happineſs, that 
the lowneſs of your condition, in a 


manner, forceth you to what is plea- 


ſing to God, and neceſſary for your 
daily ſupport. Thus your duty and 


_ intereſt are always the ſame. 


_ Fo conclude; ſince our bleſſed 
Lord, who, inſtead of a rich and 
honourable ſtation in this world, was 
;Pleaſed to chuſe his lot among men 
of the lower condition; let not 
thoſe, on whom the bounty of pro- 
vidence hath beſtowed wealth and 
honours, deſpiſe the men who are 
placed 


9: 8 E R M O N VI. 
placed in an humble and inferior 
ſtation; but rather, with their ut 
moſt power, by their countenance, 
by their protection, by juſt pay- 
ment for their honeſt labour, en- 
courage their daily endeavours for 
the virtuous ſupport of themſelves 
and their families. On the other 
hand, let the poor labour to pro- 
vide things honeſt in the ſight of all 
men; and ſo, with diligence in their 
ſeveral employments, live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, that they may obtain 
that glorious reward promiſed in 
the goſpel: to the poor, I mean the 
kingdom of heaven. 


Now ts God the Father, L&C 
© M465 
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